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SHELDON MAGAZINE TIMELINE

1830-1855

Reverend Henry Olcott 
Sheldon gathered 
Sheldon names as a 
circuit preacher out of 
Ohio. Wrote 
information in leather 
bound journals.

1855-1857

Volumes 1-4 published 
as Sheldon Magazine 
in Sidney, Ohio, held 
11,000 names and 
created beginning of 
Sheldon Numbering 
system. 

1955

A Sheldon Magazine 
Index was created and 
published.

https://archive.org/details/in
dexnameindexof00knol  

Index : name index of surnames 
other than the name of Sheldon as 
recorded in The Sheldon 
Magazine, by Rev. H.O. Sheldon, 
1855-57.  by Walter Knoll.

1957

Volume 5 has imprint: 
Snyder, N.Y., Sheldon 
Family Genealogical 
Association, July, 1957. 
Nos. 5-6 compiled from 
unpublished mss. and 
notes of H. O. Sheldon. 
No. 5 edited by Carew 
Sheldon. 



SHELDON MAGAZINE TIMELINE

1961

Volume 4 reprinted
1962

Volume 3 reprinted
1963

Index of females born 
with the surname Sheldon 
: as recorded in the 
Sheldon Magazine by Rev. 
H.O. Sheldon, 1855-57. 

by Charlotte Hunt

1965

Volume 2 was 
reprinted and sent to 
200 SFA members. 



SHELDON MAGAZINE TIMELINE

1969

Efforts were made to publish a 
new volume with the X added for 
Sheldon generations.

Volume 6 was created using 
margin notes from older volumes 
and new discoveries. 

No. 6 has imprint: Snyder, N.Y., 
Sheldon Family Genealogical 
Association, August 1969. edited 
by Leland Lock Sheldon

1972

Volume 4 was reprinted with 
many new people connected to 
progenitors

1973

Volume 1 reprinted



SHELDON FAMILY ASSOCIATION ORGANIZATION 
TIMELINE

1939

Sheldon Family 
Association was 
founded. Yearly dues 
were $2.

1962-2016

As more letters came 
in with families that 
aren't connected to 
Progenitors, it was 
decided (and bylaws 
changed) to only allow 
descendants of 
Sheldons in America 
prior to 1660.

1990

An official SFA Coat of 
Arms was voted on 
and accepted.  

1993

Rose Sheldon Newton 
was instrumental in 
setting up trip to 
England to research 
progenitor origins.



SHELDON FAMILY ASSOCIATION ORGANIZATION 
TIMELINE

2000

First website launched
2011

At Portland Reunion, decision 
was made to convert 
database from Access to a 
program and do a book from 
it.  Webmaster, SFAQ Editor, 
and DNA Administrator were 
officially added to SFA board 
(at that time only Board 
Members can be heads of 
committees).

Facebook Page and Group 
were created and announced.

2017

SFA changes bylaws to 
accept any member 
that wants to research 
Sheldons, and they 
don't need to be 
descendants of the 5 
colonial progenitors.

2021

New website launched 
with robust 
membership portal, 
email communications, 
orders, etc. 

Bylaws changed so 
that committee chairs 
do not need to be 
board members



SFA QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER (SFAQ) HISTORY

1949-1987

First letters mailed to 
members as a way to 
share SFA news

1987

Newsletter format 
started with page 
numbers being used 
for reference. Rose 
Sheldon Newton was 
editor.

1992-2014

Included column called 
"Locator" to show 
interesting Sheldon 
names found by members 
while traveling or 
researching (probably 
was seeds for Sheldon 
Places publication). This 
generated interest in 
Sheldon military and 
places history.

2000-present

SFAQ newsletters 
available in member 
portal online.

https://sheldonfamily.org
/sfa-quarterly-newletter/



SHELDON FAMILY REUNIONS

1912-1967

Reunions held at Deerfield, MA and Middlebury, VT, 
alternating.

1955

At Deerfield, MA reunion, it was decided that the 
SFA would focus on genealogy and to try to finish 
and update the Sheldon Magazine.





SHELDON FAMILY ASSOCIATION RESEARCH MILESTONES

1955

H O Sheldon’s leather 
bound journals found

1958

Discovered there were 
people not connected 
to Isaac 5, John 13, or 
John 8. Created 
Godfrey 4 as a 
progenitor.

1961

E Hortense Sheldon wrote 
Sheldons Before 1700, 
focusing on Isaac.  The 
SFA did not support her 
conclusion about 
connections to England. 

Hortense also researched 
Bermuda and Barbados 
routes of Sheldons to 
America.

1965-1999

Richard 22 Progenitor 
line is discovered as a 
probable new line, as 
he isn't a son of 
Progenitor John 8



SHELDON FAMILY ASSOCIATION RESEARCH MILESTONES

1979

Keith M Sheldon 
published Sheldons at 
Bicentennial.

1981

Index of non-Sheldon 
surnames completed. 

Godfrey 4's wife Alice 
Frost was discovered 
and proven.

1984

HO Sheldon's journals 
were microfilmed.  Film 
resided at Bowling Green 
State University. Keith M 
Sheldon and Dale C 
Kellogg made this 
happen. 
https://archive.org/detail
s/henryosheldonv1/page/
n1/mode/2up

1984

Keith M Sheldon 
published John Sheldon of 
Providence which was 932 
pages and followed 13 
generations of John 8 
descendants. There were 
11,000 people in it, using 
160 different sources and 
Sheldon Numbers if they 
had them.



SHELDON FAMILY ASSOCIATION RESEARCH MILESTONES

1985

Original Sheldon 
Places written by Rose 
Newton.

1993

Discussion of creating 
a book for each 
progenitor line. SFA 
organization asked for 
donations to do this.

1999

Richard 22 was officially 
made into a separate 
Progenitor line.

DNA was being talked 
about.

2022

Sheldon Places updated 
and republished by 
Wende Warren.



SHELDON FAMILY ASSOCIATION DATABASE/ARCHIVES 
EVOLUTION

1959-1976

Leland Locke Sheldon 
started creating index 
cards from the 
magazine and sent 
letters to any Sheldons
he could find - as a 
way to create an 
updated Sheldon 
Magazine. As letters 
came back, he worked 
to fix errors in 
previous magazines.

1962
It was decided to start 
using X after original 
Sheldon Number 
(from magazines) so 
the genealogists can 
expand the 
generations. If more 
than 10 children use {} 
and if adopted use an 
A

1965

There are now 15,000 
people in index cards and 
folders that are created 
to house the letters 
written by these people. 
Throughout, letters are 
being sent to any 
Sheldons not already on 
index cards.

1969

50,000 names on index 
cards. LDS wanted the SFA 
index card collection 
which was rejected.



SHELDON FAMILY ASSOCIATION DATABASE/ARCHIVES 
EVOLUTION

1976-2000

Bigger index cards 
were introduced (4x6) 
which could hold more 
information. 
Genealogists started 
writing the Sheldon 
Number on letters so 
that cards and folders 
could be matched up

1980
There are 70,000 
Sheldons on index 
cards/database

E Mark Sheldon 
purchased a computer 
and started to play 
with the idea of 
putting SFA 
information onto the 
computer.

1983

First mention of a 
computer database to 
deal with membership 
only, creating a mailing 
list. There are 500 
members now.

1984-2008

Index cards progressed 
to have a person in 
charge of each 
progenitor line. This 
will continue even 
when a computer was 
being used (floppy 
discs were mailed back 
and forth).



SHELDON FAMILY ASSOCIATION DATABASE/ARCHIVES 
EVOLUTION

1988

E Mark Sheldon 
created the Sheldon 
Family Genealogy 
System (SFGS) - the 
first computerized 
genealogy database 
and got an award from 
the Federation of 
Genealogical Socies 
for his dBase 
genealogy program. 

1988
A computer code was 
created that started with 
I for Isaac, G for Godfrey, 
W for John 13, J for John 
8 (also contained child # 
and source code).

Although E Mark Sheldon 
wanted to stop using the 
Sheldon Numbers, they 
were not abandoned.

1993

60,000 names are on 
index cards. 

1994-2011

Now using Windows 
based computer for 
the SFGS



SHELDON FAMILY ASSOCIATION DATABASE/ARCHIVES 
EVOLUTION

2008-2011

SFGS converted to 
Access with 60,000 
descendants online. 
Bret Sheldon 
converted it. He 
couldn't get it into a 
book format, although 
he really tried.

2011-2014
SFGS is on CDs now.  
Marvin Parsons converts 
this to a gedcom file then 
chose Roots Magic to 
house the database. Was 
able to keep  Sheldon 
Number, Computer #, 
and Notes from SFGS.

2014-2018

Marvin works to fix 
errors and issues that 
Roots Magic finds 
using their extensive 
tools and reports.

2014

First set of paper files 
from Rose Newton's 
garage go to the ACPL 
for archiving and 
scanning. 9 file 
cabinets!  Letters are 
dated 1955 to 2014. 
These become the SFA 
Archives.



SHELDON FAMILY ASSOCIATION DATABASE/ARCHIVES 
EVOLUTION

2016

ACPL gives first sample 
of scans, 4000 images. 
Asks for help.

2017
More files from Rose 
Newton's estate were 
sent to the ACPL.  Total 
paper received is 10 
cubic feet of folders.

2018

ACPL says they have 
scanned 19,000 index 
cards and 20% of the 
folders in the file 
drawers. 

2018-2021

Uploaded Roots Magic 
gedcom to Ancestry.com and 
started using Ancestry/Family 
Tree Maker/Roots Magic as 
the programs that housed the 
trees.  Ancestry was the main 
tool, which was synced with 
RM and FTM basically as 
backups and report creation.



SHELDON FAMILY ASSOCIATION DATABASE/ARCHIVES 
EVOLUTION

2021-Present

All trees and people in 
database are housed 
in Ancestry, with FTM 
as backup and report 
creation. Roots Magic 
is no longer used, 
except to create the 
occasional report - it is 
not being synched 
with any other 
program.

2022-Present
Trees are now 
available online on 
the SFA website - for 
members only to 
view. No living people 
are shown.

2025

Trees on website now 
include unconnected 
Sheldon trees –
Sheldons not 
descended from the 
colonial progenitors.

2025-Present

New push to scan 
more archives at ACPL 
and work to categorize 
the ACPL webpages 
better.





mailto:sheldonfamilyassociation@gmail.com

