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Put the ‘You’ in Utah This Summer! 
 

 

The Wasatch Mountains provide a dramatic backdrop to the skyline of Salt 
Lake City, site of the 2025 Sheldon Family Association Reunion. See details 

inside. 
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As a general repository for Sheldon Family lineage, history, and heritage in the U.S.A., SFA serves as a 
central source of information and study for Sheldon lineage researchers. By means of this publication, 
members are informed of discoveries in Sheldon lineage research, and dates and locale of the annual reunion 
and meeting. 

 
Information in this publication is obtained by research in major libraries and repositories of public records, by 
correspondence with Sheldon descendants and members, and independent researchers’ submissions of articles. 
The editor reserves the right to edit, or excerpt submitted articles to fit space requirements of each issue. Articles 
should be of general interest to members. Pieces too long for the quarterly may be serialized or considered by the 
publication sales department to make them available to members. Since it is not possible for SFA to vouch for the 
accuracy of the content or opinion, the reader should understand that SFA in no way implies blanket verification 
and certification. 

Libraries do not have permission to place SFA Quarterlies on the internet without prior approval of the SFA. 
ISSN: 1063-956X 

Copyright ©1939–2024 Sheldon Family Association, Inc. | All rights 
reserved 

 
 

Deadlines for each issue: Spring-March 1, Summer-June 1, Fall-September 1, Winter-December 1. Material sent 
after these dates will be considered for a subsequent issue. No exceptions. All submissions relevant to Sheldon 
people, places, genealogies, timelines, etc are welcome. 

 
We encourage any member to submit articles for publication. To submit articles, or information for an article, please 
submit through our website: https://sheldonfamily.org/submit-an-article/ or email: editor@sheldonfamily.org 

https://sheldonfamily.org/submit-an-article/
mailto:editor@sheldonfamily.org
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Editor’s Corner                                              By Jim Berrie 
 

Easter and Passover are approaching, and with them come many family traditions such as 
Easter egg hunts and the seder. Many families have traditions that celebrate their history. 

 
In New England, many towns have a tradition called Old Home Days. On those occasions, 
people who grew up in that town but have moved away return to visit with old friends and 
family members. One such town is Southampton, Mass., where several generations of my 
Sheldon ancestors lived. My great-grandfather, Frank Clapp Sheldon, was one such expatriate. 
He grew up in Southampton but returned with his family for many Old Home Days 
celebrations. My grandmother, my mother and her sisters continued the tradition for many 
years after Frank’s death.  
 
The 1929 celebration was memorable due to one special guest. One of my mother’s prized possessions was a 
panoramic photo of all the celebrants at a picnic lunch, including my grandmother, mom and my two aunts. Seated a 
few tables away, looking characteristically stiff, was former President Calvin Coolidge! He came at the invitation of a 
cousin of ours, Nathan Lyman, who was a lifelong friend of Coolidge. According to reports of the event, the ever-
taciturn Coolidge “declined to speak.” 
 

SFA members can review past SFAQs here. We encourage any member to submit articles for publication. 

mailto:President@SheldonFamily.org
mailto:VicePresident@SheldonFamily.org
mailto:Secretary@SheldonFamily.org
mailto:Treasurer@SheldonFamily.org
mailto:Editor@SheldonFamily.org
mailto:Publications@SheldonFamily.org
mailto:Membership@SheldonFamily.org
mailto:sfaresearcher@gmail.com
mailto:Webmaster@SheldonFamily.org
mailto:Socialmedia@sheldonfamily.org
mailto:Secretary@SheldonFamily.org
mailto:Reunion@SheldonFamily.org
https://sheldonfamily.org/sfa-quarterly-newletter/
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President’s Message                 By Kevin Sheldon 
 
Hello, fellow Sheldons! 

Like most organizations, we constantly seek ways to expand our membership. 
There must be many Sheldons out there, so I often wonder why our 
membership can’t be two or three times what it is now (currently around 300). 
Aren’t there more Sheldons interested in their heritage? 

It’s relatively easy for us, as most Sheldons in the US can trace their heritage 
to one of the five progenitors who first came here before we were a country, 
and plenty of documentation has already been done for us. We need to get 
the word out to all the Sheldons, but how many are there, and how can we 
find them? 

I’m sure most of you have read stories about artificial intelligence (AI), what it can do, and even the possible danger it 
presents. You’ve probably used AI already via web searches or online support chats and have not even known it. 
Well, a simple question on Chat GPT (one of the popular AI tools), “How many people with the surname Sheldon live 
in the United States?” provided the following answer: “The surname ‘Sheldon’ is relatively uncommon in the United 
States. According to the 2010 U.S. Census, it appeared 19,339 times, making it the 1,855th most popular surname in 
the country. This means that approximately seven out of every 100,000 Americans bear the surname “Sheldon.” More 
recent estimates suggest the number of individuals with this surname has increased to around 25,232, ranking it as 
the 1,575th most common surname in the US. This indicates a modest rise in the prevalence of the surname over the 
past decade.” 

So, with around 20,000 to 25,000 Sheldons out there, I began a quest to reach out to them. I used a tool to find the 
email addresses of people with the Sheldon surname (I’m sure this tool used AI as well) and started sending emails to 
them explaining who we are and how to become a member. It’s a slow process, but a good one for the organization. Yes, 
there is now Sheldon spam, and you may end up being a recipient! 

In addition to the above effort, we now offer new members a 50 percent discount on a one-year membership. If you 
know someone who might be interested, please let them know about this offer. To receive the discount, they just need 
to go to the registration page, (https://sheldonfamily.org/membership-account/membership-levels/) and enter the 
discount code NEW2025 in the discount field provided. 

If you’re reading this newsletter, you’re already onboard and pursuing your Sheldon heritage. Please consider attending 
our June 25-29 Reunion in Salt Lake City, the hub of genealogy research. I’ve never been there, but I look forward to 
doing in-person research. I hope to see you there. 

If you ever have an issue with something SFA related, don’t hesitate to contact me directly at 
president@sheldonfamily.org. 

Kevin is a Richard 22 descendant, and his Sheldon Number is S8493x6522. 
 

The SFA Joins The Surname Society!  https://surname-society.org/ 
As a way to spread the word about the mission of the Sheldon Family Association, we have joined the 
UK-based organization, The Surname Society.   
 
We have created a study on their website, which refers researchers back to our website.  We hope to build a study of 
Sheldon information (and spelling variants) on their website also.  Check them out and see if there is a study started with 
other surnames that you are researching also.  There is a Surname Lookup on their home page. 

https://sheldonfamily.org/membership-account/membership-levels/
mailto:president@sheldonfamily.org
https://surname-society.org/
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Let’s Meet At Salt Lake City!   Libby Wilson, Reunion Committee Chair 
 
We are looking forward to meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah in June and hope that many of you will join us! We have 
chosen a hotel that is very close to the famous Family Search Library, where we will have three full days available to 
use the library resources for genealogy research. 
 
We have scheduled an optional, one-hour orientation tour of the library on Thursday, June 26, at 9 am. 

 
Plans for a group Happy Hour on Wednesday evening, June 25, as well as a group dinner on Friday, June 27, are in the 
planning stages and will be announced once we have locations and times confirmed. 

 
On Saturday, June 28, we will have our Annual Meeting at the library for those who are in Salt Lake, and on Zoom for 
those joining us from home. More information on the meeting and how to connect on Zoom will be available closer to 
the meeting date. 

 
So, have you been to Salt Lake City? If not, I highly recommend a visit. You’ll find a clean, friendly city with a beautiful 
mountain backdrop. The area around our hotel offers many dining and shopping options, as well as flower gardens, 
fountains and historic sites. 

 IMPORTANT DETAILS: 
Dates: June 25-28, 2025 

Hotel: Salt Lake Plaza Hotel at Temple Square. The room rate is $115 per 
night. To make a reservation, please use the link below. Be sure to reserve a 
room before the cutoff date of May 25, 2025: 
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-
rooms.53045.html?groupId=8A7HE9K5 
 
Please register for the Reunion on the SFA website under the Annual 
Meetings tab or click here. The registration fee is $10 per person. See you 
this summer in Utah!  
 
For information or questions, please call me at 636-734-6272. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have time before or after the Reunion, consider 
visiting some of the state’s amazing national parks: 
Arches, Bryce Canyon (above), Canyonlands, Capitol Reef 
or Zion (right), or dip your toes in the Great Salt Lake. 

 

https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.53045.html?groupId=8A7HE9K5
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.53045.html?groupId=8A7HE9K5
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.53045.html?groupId=8A7HE9K5
https://sheldonfamily.org/events/2025-sfa-family-reunion-and-annual-meeting/
https://sheldonfamily.org/events/2025-sfa-family-reunion-and-annual-meeting/
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Meet The SFA Leadership 

Libby Wilson, Vice President and Reunion Chair 

I am a life-long Midwesterner, having lived in Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois and Missouri. My husband and I 
now live in the St. Louis, Missouri area. We have two daughters, one here and another in Colorado. 
This spring we will add two new grandchildren to our family. 

 
I joined the Sheldon Family Association after attending the reunion in 2018, in Salt Lake City. My aunt, 
who had been our family’s genealogist, asked me to come with her, and after a few days getting to 
know other Sheldons, I was hooked. The following year I hosted the SFA Reunion in St. Louis, and have 
been coordinating the reunion and annual meetings since then. I love diving into a new location and 
digging up Sheldon history! 
 

My hobbies include sewing, reading, playing in a local community band, volunteering with my county Master Gardener 
group, and traveling. 

Jim Berrie, SFAQ Editor and Board Member 

I grew up in Connecticut and received a B.A. in English from Bucknell University. I worked in the newspaper business for 
more than 40 years, starting as a reporter for papers in my native Connecticut, then transitioning to 
copy and layout editing for papers in New York and New Jersey. My longest stint was with the 
Star-Ledger of Newark, where I worked for almost 20 years. After living in Delaware for the past 
seven years, my wife Karen and I moved back to New Jersey last fall to be closer to our son, Doug, 
his wife, Kat, and our new granddaughter, Remy, who was born in October. 

 
I became interested in family history when two things coincided: My mother’s death in 1997 
and when I first started using the internet. As I was clearing out her desk, I found a notebook 
where she had been recording her research. I plugged her findings into genealogy websites and 
was astounded at what I found. Among my findings was that through my maternal 
grandmother, Sadie Lenora Sheldon, I descend five ways from Isaac!  
 

I joined the SFA and attended my first reunion in Kingston, NY, in 2000. Last summer’s reunion in Providence was my 
fourth. 
 
Besides family history research, my interests include singing in my church choir, bicycling, swimming and hiking. 
 

Moses Sheldon – Revolutionary War Patriot     by John Lunceford 
My late wife, Carolyn Ruth Purchase Lunceford, was the fourth-great-granddaughter of Moses Sheldon (S0607 Isaac 5 
descendant), who rendered service to the Patriot cause during the American Revolution through his participation in Capt. 
James Willing’s Expedition to fight the British in the New Orleans area. The Daughters of the American Revolution list him 
as Ancestor # A102637. His two adult brothers also fought in the Revolution. 

Moses Sheldon was born Oct. 15, 1751, in Suffield, Hartford County, Connecticut, the son of Elijah Sheldon (S0206) and 
Sarah King. In an affidavit, Moses stated that at age 21 he left home from Suffield with Major Phineas Lyman for the 
Mississippi. He arrived at Natchez (then Western Florida, but now Mississippi) in April 1773. Over the next five years 
Moses resided at different places on the Mississippi River and at New Orleans, selling goods from his raft on the river, 
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until April 1778 (corrected in his pension affidavit to February 1778). 

While traveling down the Mississippi River to New Orleans that year with his raft of stores, Moses enlisted (later affidavit 
states he enlisted at Manchec, Louisiana, above New Orleans), in the corps of Captain James Willing of the US Troops in 
May 1778 (later affidavit corrects this to be February 1778). 

 
Moses was assigned under 1st Lieut. Harrison. In April 1778 they attacked Fort Lenmore, where Harrison was killed. 
Captain Willing’s troop stayed there about five or six weeks, then went to New Orleans. Here Moses was assigned to the 
command of Captain Colberg. 
 
Captain Willing outfitted Colberg with a vessel. His group sailed to the Mobile Bay area of Alabama to harass the British and 
to capture their provisions and stores there. On the way to Mobile Bay, they captured a British brig laden with Negroes 
and provisions, which were delivered to Captain Willings in New Orleans. 
 
When they got to Mobile Bay, they captured the British stores and another British brig laden with 500 tons of lumber. 
Moses Sheldon and other sailors and the prize master were placed on board to man the captured brig, which was soon 
retaken by the British at Mobile Bay with all hands except Moses and four others. 
 
The five men escaped in a small boat without provisions to an inhabited island, then in three or four days they made it to 
New Orleans. The Spanish governor refused to allow them to enter the city. Captain Willings was informed and came 
down to the city gates, ordering the gates to be opened and let them in. It was now the fall of 1778. Moses was again 
assigned to the command of Captain Willings. Moses had served about five months under Captain Colberg. 
 
Moses Sheldon and a Mr. Hart were sent to Philadelphia with dispatches enclosed in a lead box. They sailed along the 
shore (a later affidavit states this was in a Spanish ship with a Spanish crew), landing in Savannah, Georgia, in December 
1778. Moses was confined by sickness at Savannah for more than a month, while Hart proceeded to Philadelphia. 
 
In late February 1779, Moses left the service and returned to Connecticut, having served a total of nine months. 
 
Moses stated in his application for a pension that he was unable to perform his duties because of ill health. In joining the 
service, Moses evidently lost all his property, being a raft of lumber worth about $1,100 and personal property worth about 
$1,500 (probably goods he sold from his raft). Moses also states that he received no pay during his service. 

 
Philo Curtis, a son of Moses’ sister, Irene, who had married Amos Curtis, helped Moses file his original application for a 
pension in 1832. Philo Curtis was a respectable lawyer in Washington County, NY. Moses eventually received a pension 
(Revolutionary War pension file # S 15639) in 1835 for $30 per annum per the Act of Congress of June 7, 1832 with back 
pay to 1832. 

 
After the Revolutionary War, Moses removed to Rupert, Bennington County, Vermont, where he spent the remainder of 
his life. Moses married first on May 9, 1782, Eunice Curtis, daughter of Abraham Curtis and Anna Pomeroy in Rupert. They 
were the parents of 10 children. Eunice died March 28, 1804/6, in Rupert. Moses married secondly Margaret Cole, widow 
of Josiah Norton, and she died on Oct. 17, 1816. 

On Nov. 12, 1833, a large Leonid Meteor Shower was visible across America, and the family probably saw it. 
 
Moses died March 21, 1849, at the age of 97. He was residing with the family of his son, Aaron Sheldon, at Rupert when 
he passed away. 

The Allen County Public Library is a trusted partner of the SFA, and houses 
the SFA paper archives, which is a collection of all our early research done 
by SFA genealogists and members since 1939. Scanning is in process. 

Check on SFA scanned archive materials here: 
https://www.genealogycenter.info/sheldonfamily/ 

Donate to the Allen County 
Public Library 

One of the la r gest gen ea logy libra ri es in the 
country that i s cu r at in g much of the S h e ldo n 
Family Associat ion's h istor ica l documents. 

https://www.genealogycenter.info/sheldonfamily/
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In Memoriam 
Carolyn Ruth Purchase Lunceford (S4595x3121, Isaac 5 descendant) passed away on Jan. 4, 2025, at her home in Terre 
Haute, Indiana. Carolyn married John Lunceford in 1965, and they enjoyed 59 years of marriage together. A longtime 
Sheldon Family Association lifetime member, Carolyn joined the SFA in 1982. The SFA wants to extend its condolences 
to John, their six children and their wider family. 

Other SFA members (both current and past members) that passed away in 2024 are: 

Oren Lamar Sheldon S8272x31 Isaac 5 
Alberta Sheldon Dunn S8209x371 Isaac 5 – past Director At Large, Reunion Planning Committee 
Robert Halstead S2525x1{10}511 John 13 – Webmaster 2012-2014 
Dale Wier Sheldon S7913x372 Isaac 5 – Father of past president Michael B. Sheldon 
 
If you have any updates to your Sheldon family lineage, please send an email to sfaresearcher@gmail.com. 

SHELDON FAMILY ASSOCIATION MERCHANDISE 
The SFA is selling HUGE 15 oz. coffee mugs with the Sheldon family Coat of Arms. Don’t wait 
to order them, there is a limited amount available! 

Order them for $25 through the SFA website, sheldonfamily.org. Log into your profile 
first to get the discount, otherwise mugs are $30. Shipping is included. 

 

 
The SFA also sells SFA lapel pins. Show off your Sheldon 
 heritage by wearing one! 

Find both items on our website: https://sheldonfamily.org/product-category/sfa-
merchandise/ 

Log in as a member first to receive a discount! 

THE FIVE PROGENITOR TREES AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS ONLINE 
Don’t forget that this valuable resource is available to you online on our website. You can search for any name that 
would be an ancestor of one of the five progenitors or choose one of the five trees and just browse their tree. 

Search tip: Less is more! When searching for one individual name in the full SFA Database Search link, put in less 
information in the search boxes. Too much information may come back with zero names. This is because 
sometimes a name is spelled a little differently, or we may not have a middle name in the database while you put in 
a middle name in the search fields. Play around with the search boxes in order to find the name you are looking 
for. 

Remember… living people will not show up in the tree. This is to protect your personal information. 

Find the trees here: https://sheldonfamily.org/sfa-family-tree-database/ You must be signed into your 
profile in order to view the trees. 

mailto:sfaresearcher@gmail.com
https://sheldonfamily.org/product-category/sfa-merchandise/
https://sheldonfamily.org/product-category/sfa-merchandise/
https://sheldonfamily.org/sfa-family-tree-database/
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THE FIVE COLONIAL SHELDONS/SFA DATABASE 
 

S0004 Godfrey Sheldon Scarborough, ME 10,054 descendants 

S0005 Isaac Sheldon Windsor, CT 44,900 descendants 

S0008 John Sheldon Providence, RI 33,325 descendants 

S0013 John Sheldon South Kingstown, RI 32,709 descendants 

S0022 Richard Sheldon NJ & New York City, NY 1,335 descendants 

Unconnected Sheldon Trees and 
Parents of Spouses of Descendants 

   
22,921 descendants 

Total   145,244 Total People 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

Help Wanted! 
The SFA has openings for the following positions: 

Secretary 

Director at Large 

Webmaster 

Reunion Committee Chair 
 

Contact Kevin Sheldon at president@sheldonfamily.org if you are interested. 
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Sheldon Family Association Dues Renewal Form 
To Renew Online, click here. 

To Join or Renew by Mail, Indicate 
Category: 

o 1-year membership $20 

o 5-year membership      $80 (20% Discount) 

o Lifetime membership   $300 (one-time payment) 

Sheldon Number (if known)    

Email Address    

Name   

Street    

City, State, Zip    

Phone Number   

 

Mail this completed form with check payment to: 

Sheldon Family Association 
54 Rock Spring Loop 
Saint Augustine, FL 32095-0012 

 

 
Send Address Changes to: 
membership@sheldonfamily.com 
 

https://sheldonfamily.org/membership-account/membership-levels/
mailto:membership@sheldonfamily.com
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