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Introduction

SHELDON
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Pauline Sheldon in Sheldon

The Sheldons take their family name from an Anglo-Saxon
village name Sheldon where Shel corresponds to a location
that might be thought of as a shelf and don designates that it
Is a village. The following picture will clearly show the shelf
like location of the village. When William the Conqueror
commissioned a list of all his newly acquired villages (the
Domesday Book) in 1066 this was the only village named
Sheldon.
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When eventually the English government required people to
have a family name, they might chose for a family name their
profession (e.g. Ralph the Baker = Ralph Baker), their
paternal name (e.g. Ralph who is Johns son = Ralph
Johnson), some physical characteristic (Ralph of Reddish
complexion = Ralph Reddish), or their place of origin (e.g.
Ralph of Sheldon = Ralph Sheldon).

Sheldon Take Away 1: Villagers often took their family
name from the village where the family originated. For
example, Roger of Sheldon might become Roger Sheldon.

This is the story of the Sheldon family from Sheldon village
in Derbyshire. My primary focus will be on the lineage
which includes Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury
and the Sheldon family of Burslem. The main Sheldon story
will flow from Sheldon village to Monyash village to
Stanton village to Oncott village to Edlaston village, and
ultimately to Burslem. My wife who you see in the above
picture is from the Burslem Sheldon family. This line of the
Sheldon family tended to be loyal to the King, loyal to the
Church of England, and were located in areas owned by the
Royalist nobility of England. Their villages were in the west
side and up slope in the Pennine mountains that run down
the middle of England.

A Note on the Sheldons of Bakewell, Derbyshire
Some of the Sheldon family departed the village of Monyash

for the village of Bakewell in the mid fifteen hundreds; they
had shared ancestry with the Sheldons that
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chose to remain in Monyash. In 1575 Arthur Sheldon was
born in Bakewell; his lineage is from Monyash. Like
Monyash, Bakewell was a lead mining village - but it was on
the eastern slope of the Pennines (recall other Sheldon
villages were on the western slope).

English nobles in Bakewell and nearby villages did not have
strong Royalist connections. However, the area did have
strong protestant connections and the Church of England
pastors were replaced by fierce Protestant pastors.
Ultimately this Sheldon family left the Church of England
and affiliated with the Protestants (later called Puritans).

This was a difficult and bloody time for England with
religious and secular warfare. All this led Arthur’s son
Godfrey Sheldon (and many other English people) to
migrate to Massachusetts in the early 1600°s. This departure
occurred in the time Gilbert Sheldon was active in the
Church of England. The Sheldons from Bakewell are well
documented by the Sheldon Family Association
(https://sheldonfamily.org/). So the rest of this paper will
focus on the Sheldon descendents who stayed in England.

Sheldon Village in Derbyshire

Sheldon, Derbyshire is a village in the Pennine Mountains
which is characterized by having a relatively high elevation
(1000 feet elevation or more) and being on a small flat
plateau of limestone. Land over 1000 feet elevation is
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termed Peak Country. The land is poor for growing crops but
the area had lead outcroppings that allowed leaden rock to
be gathered without tunneling. Lead mining in this area goes
back to Roman times where lead mining consisted of
following surface veins with open cuttings and deep ditches.

Here is a picture of the "shelf" that gives rise to the name
Sheldon for this village:

: £06/24/2013 13:43

Following is a lengthy discussion of lead mining in the Peak
Country which is largely based on Andy Wood's book The
Politics of Social Conflict published by Cambridge
University Press in 1999. The intent is to explain the creation
of the Sheldon family name and describe the
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spread of the Sheldon family. This I will explain in terms of
the lead mining industry and its growth.

The Peak Country is characterized as a large limestone
plateau surrounded by the highlands. The limestone is full of
gaps and fissures which make it easy for the water to quickly
drain away which makes life difficult for farming. Even in
good summers, crop Yyields were small. Often the land was
used as pastures rather than farming.

On the other hand the fissures and joints have filled with
minerals of many kinds but especially lead. Here is a picture
of the limestone:

Here is a general map of the area showing the area and the
village names including Sheldon village as area 23. The
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_subseq_uent map shows where the lead deposits are located
including Sheldon, Monyash just west of Sheldon, and

Stanton just across the border in Staffordshire. There is more
about all three villages ahead.

CCE s
01 2 3 4
Scale in miles

DERBYSHIRE

Boundary between
Wapcnta{(e of
Wirksworth and
Hundred of High
Peak

Peak Country
lead field

1 Castleton 20 Rowland 39 Birchover
2 Peak Forest 21 Little Longstone 40 Harthill
3 Bradwell 22 Brushfield 41 Stanton
4 Tideswell 23 Taddington 42 Wensley and Snitterton
5 Hazlebadge 24 Blackwell 43 Aldwark
6 Wheston 25 Chelmorton 44 Parwich
7 Great and Little Hucklow 26 Fla 45 Brassington
8 Grindlow 27 Sheldon 46 Hopton
9 Foolow 28 Ashford 47 Middleton
10 Eyam 29 Monyash 48 Ible
11 Litton 30 Bakewell 49 Ivonbrook Grange
12 Wardlow 31 Overhaddon 50 Bonsall
13 Great Longstone 32 Netherhaddon 51 Matlock
14 Stoney Middleton 33 Youlgreave 52 Cromford
15 Calver 34 Middleton-by-Youlgreave 53 Wirksworth
16 Curbar 35 Hartingdon 54 Crich
17 Baslow 36 Gratton 55 Tissington
18 Bubnell 37 Elton 56 Newton Grange
19 Hassop 38 Winster 57 Carsington

Map 4 The township boundaries of the Peak Country lead field
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The industry was organized in a way that gave a measure of
independence to many of miners. Mining was hard and
dangerous work: death, illness and injury came from
poisonous lead dust, underground floods, falling rock,
methane gas in shale workings and lack of oxygen in badly
ventilated galleries. From the later years of the 17th century
gunpowder introduced a further hazard. Nonetheless the
thousands of shafts, hillocks and ruined buildings in the
limestone landscape of the old lead mining areas, and the
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miles of galleries underground, make it plain that the veins
of lead were intensively exploited. By the 17th century lead
was second in importance in the British national economy
only to wool. It was essential for the roofs of public buildings
and the new houses being built in every part of the country
by the nobility and gentry. All houses, including farmhouses
and cottages by then, had glazed windows, with lead glazing
bars. It was the only material for water storage and piping.
Every army used it as ammunition.

The customary way of mining was that a miner would search
for and find a significant surface outcropping of lead on a
noble estate or in a commons and then freely claim it as his
own; such people were referred to a "free miners". Others
called "cavers" would work the leftovers from old mines
hoping to find lead. Traditionally as lead was gathered it
would then be taken to a barmaster where it would be
assessed 1/13 of the lead for the English nobility holding title
to the property (There was usually one noble who owned all
of Sheldon). The barmaster was originally appointed by the
24 members of the Barmote Court who collectively oversaw
the mining and resolved disputes. Later the King appointed
the barmaster. Before the 17th century there was no deep
mining or tunneling just the harvesting of the lead from the
outcroppings. It is important to note that coal was also mined
here. Here is a picture of such a lead mine:
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The village of Sheldon was largely a lead mining village.
Life was hard and the people were very poor. Wood notes
that a typical family supported itself by a combination of free
mining, occasional wage labor, resources in the village
common area, and farming their own small plots of land.
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They were largely illiterate although around 19% could
make their signature in 1641. The village was so poor that
the King exempted them from the hearth tax required of all
English people.

Here is a limited resolution scan of a 1617 Sheldon village
map by William Senior for the Earl of Seventh Earl of
Shrewsbury (who was the godparent of the soon Archbishop
of England Gilbert Sheldon of Stanton).

<G G

Here we can see the small parcels of land occupied by the
villagers. They are long and thin so the land could be tilled
with plows that were hard to turn around. The land was poor
and weather not very good for farming.

Through his marriage with Bess of Hardwick (a Cavendish
family member), the Sixth Earl of Shrewsbury acquired
control of the village. The Seventh Earl had disputes relating
to the borders of Sheldon village. Thus William Senior
produced the village map including the village shown above.
Here it is:
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While there were mining sites clearly in the village, William
Senior included the rakes (trenches) that spanned the village
borders. One is shown to the right and the other along the
bottom border.

Sheldon Take Away 2: Life in Sheldon village was hard. The
land was poor and even farmers supplemented their income
with lead mining.

Sheldon Take Away 3: Prior to 1800, lead mining was of
surface outcroppings like those shown on the map.

The lead mining industry was affected by technological
innovations which in turn affected the life of the residents.
For example, in the late 1500's better smelting techniques
using charcoal and blown air as well as better ways of
sieving the lead from waste led to increases in population
and conflict with minor gentry who had leased land from the
Lord. The conflict was as the leasers tried to make money
from the free miners that should have been going to the Lord
of the Manor, then George Taylor, the Sixth Earl of
Shrewsbury. When he died in 1590, the disputes increased.
This will have relevance to the Sheldons of Stanton, a story
to be told later.

This is a good place to note the ancestors of Gilbert Sheldon
came from Sheldon according to the genealogy assembled
by his descendents. By 1440 this Sheldon family had moved
onto Monyash which is a few kilometers west.



The Sheldons of Burslem 15

The increased need for coal for smelting led to increased coal
mining in nearby areas like Staffordshire. As medieval
technology for coal mining and lead mining were similar it
IS not unexpected that men skilled in lead mining migrated
to other areas to mine coal. So not unexpectedly, we find the
surname Sheldon taken by residents of Sheldon, Derbyshire
showed up not only in places like Sheldon but also nearby
Burslem in Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire by 1650.

Sheldon Take Away 4: Prior to 1700, lead mining techniques
and coal mining techniques were similar.

Technological innovation again revitalized the lead mining
industry in the early 1800's. The technologies introduced
were successfully used in the tin mines of Cornwall and
allowed mining via tunneling. This once again set off a lead
boom leading to the building of the fine block homes now in
Sheldon village. Here are more pictures of that village
showing the homes, pub and some Sheldon family members.
Then there follows two pictures of the 19th century Magpie
Mine near Sheldon.
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Pictures of Sheldon Village
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Roger Sheldon, Pauline Sheldon and John Reddish
at the Sheldon Village Pub
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Mapie Lead Mine
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Magpie Lead Mine Headquarters |
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The Village of Monyash in Derbyshire

The linage of all the Sheldons mentioned in this paper go
back to the village of Sheldon. The family then moved on
the Monyash in about 1440; Monyash was another lead
mining village just west of Sheldon. The family was there
for three generations before resettled in Stanton,
Staffordshire where Gilbert Sheldon was born in 1599.

Generation No. 2

2. RICHARD? SHELDON (NN SHELDON OF') was born Abt. 1440 in Monyash, Bakewell, Derby, England?,
and died 1494 in Monyash, Bakewell, Derby, England®. He married ELIZABETH SHELDON. She was born
Abt. 1442 in Monyash, Bakewell, Derby, England?, and died 12 Nov 1494 in England®.

Children of RICHARD SHELDON and ELIZABETH SHELDON are:
3. i. HUGH? SHELDON, b. 1465, Monyash, Bakewell, Derby, England; d. 1525, Monyash, Bakewell, Derby,
England.
ii. JOHN SHELDON, h. 1470, Bakewell, Derbyshire, England?; d. 1523, Bakewell, Derbyshire, England®.
iii. RICHARD SHELDON, b. 1475.

Generation No. 3

3. HUGH?® SHELDON (RICHARD?, NN SHELDON OF') was born 1465 in Monyash, Bakewell, Derby, England,
and died 1525 in Monyash, Bakewell, Derby, England. He married ALICE Wilkes. She was born 1465 in
England?, and died 1541 in England®.

Children of HuGH and ALICE SHELDON are:
4. i. HENRY*SHELDON, b. Abt. 1500, Bakewell, Derbyshire, England (probably Monyash); d. Abt. 1556,
England.
ii. HUGH SHELDON, b. 1495,

Generation No. 4

4. HENRY* SHELDON (HUGH®, RICHARD?, NN SHELDON OF*) was born Abt. 1500 in Bakewell, Derbyshire,
England?, and died Abt. 1556 in England.

Child of HENRY and NN SHELDON is:
5. i. HUGH® SHELDON, b. 1525, Stanton, Staffordshire, England; d. 1577, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England.

Sheldon Take Away 5: Miners such as the Sheldons moved
to nearby villages motivated by economic opportunities at
the new village.
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The village can attribute its existence, and its name, to water.
Lying underneath the centre of the village is a narrow band
of clay deposited during the Ice Age. This resulted in pools
of standing water, a highly unusual feature in a limestone
area which otherwise would easily absorb water. Over time
the meres (ponds) were fashioned into the clay by the
villagers that enabled life before piped water. The Domesday
Book of 1086 names the village as Maneis and notes that it
Is owned by the King. The name Maneis means "many
springs or waters".

During the 14th century Monyash prospered from the mining
of lead and with the granting of a charter for a weekly
market. Indeed over the next few hundred years Monyash
grew into a major lead mining area with its own Barmote
(Mining) Court. Besides farming, other activities included
limestone quarrying and marble polishing. As a result of all
this activity, by the middle of the 19th century, Monyash was
a busy place, with a population of some 500 inhabitants with
a wide range of trades including blacksmiths, cobblers,
butchers, wheelwrights, wool merchants, joiners,
dressmakers, shoe makers, and five pubs. Although the
pictures reflect the 19th century lead boom, it is still contains
a lot of interesting details of the era. So here are pictures:
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St Leonard's Church, the parish church, was founded
sometime Dbetween 1100 and 1192. The building is a
patchwork of additions and developments. The major
enlargements took place around 1199, 1250, 1348 and 1370,
followed by two major restorations in 1886-1888 (by
William Butterfield) and 1996-2006. The church also
contains a 15th-century font that was most likely used for all
the Sheldon children born in this village.
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06/24/2013 12:38

The Church Altar
For more on this village, you might wish to acquired Robert
Johnston and Shirley Johnston’s book Monyash: The
Making of a Derbyshire Village which was a 111 page book
published in  2010. Email  Shirley  Johnston
Shirley@monyash.net for details.

Stanton Village and Gilbert Sheldon

Gilbert Sheldon was a legendary figure during the
Restoration period in England. After a decade of Protestant
governance, the Church of England lacked clergy, morale,
and even basic theology. Gilbert served as Archbishop of
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Canterbury and Head of Oxford University; he served as
architect for the Anglican Church’s restoration. Much of
what I will relate here can be found in Victor Sutch's book
Gilbert Sheldon: Architect of Anglican Survival 1640-1675
publish by Nijhoff in 1973.

Sheldon Take Away 6: The ancestors of Gilbert Sheldon
were involved with mining and ended up in Stanton, a
mining village in the 1500's.

The Sheldon family moved from Monyash to Stanton about
1550. They were there for two generations before Gilbert
Sheldon was born. They were all baptized and last rites given
in their parish church in nearby Ellastone, Staffordshire.

5. HUGH® SHELDON (HENRY*, HUGH?, RICHARD?, NN SHELDON OF*) was born 1525 in Stanton,

Staffordshire, England?, and died 1577 in Ellastone, Staffordshire, England®. He married DOROTHY HURTE
21 Oct 1554 in Ellastone, Staffordshire, England?. She was born Abt. 1525 in Ashborne, Derby, England?,
and died 23 Jul 1580 in Ellastone, Staffordshire, England®*.

Children of HUGH SHELDON and DOROTHY HURTE are:
6. i. THOMAS® SHELDON, b. 14 Apr 1557, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England; d. 22 Nov 1635, Ellastone,
Staffordshire, England.
ii. ALICE SHELDON, b. 09 Oct 1558, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*.
7. iii. ROGER SHELDON, b. 11 Aug 1561, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England; d. 1638, Stanton, Ellastone,
Staffordshire, England.
iv. HUGH SHELDON, b. 27 Nov 1563, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England®.
V. RALPH SHELDON, b. 24 Feb 1565/66, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England(1566).

Generation No. 6

6. THOMAS® SHELDON (HUGH?, HENRY*, HUGH®, RICHARD?, NN SHELDON OF") was born 14 Apr 1557 in
Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*, and died 22 Nov 1635 in Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*. He married
JOHANE Hurst.
Children of THOMAS and JOHANE SHELDON are:
i. DOROTHEA’ SHELDON, b. 24 May 1579, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England®.
ii. JOHANE SHELDON, b. 15 Sep 1580, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*.
iii. ELISABETH SHELDON, b. 02 Sep 1582, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*.
iv. ELEANORE SHELDON, b. 17 Jan 1584/85, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England (1585)*.
v. ROGER SHELDON, b. 01 Apr 1587, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England?; d. 06 Jul 1638, Ellastone,
Staffordshire, England*.
vi. WILLIAM SHELDON, b. 29 Jun 1589, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*.
vii. RALPH SHELDON, b. 17 Nov 1591, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*.
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viii. HUGH SHELDON, b. 14 Jul 1594, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*; d. 16 Jan 1632/33, Ellastone,
Staffordshire, England (1633)%.
iX. ANN SHELDON, b. 12 Jan 1596/97, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England (1597).
X. JOHAN SHELDON, b. 21 Jan 1598/99, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England (1599)*.
xi. THOMAS SHELDON, b. 13 Jan 1602/03, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England (1603)*.

7. ROGER® SHELDON (HUGH®, HENRY*, HUGH®, RICHARD?, NN SHELDON OF") was born 11 Aug 1561 in
Ellastone, Staffordshire, England®, and died 1638 in Stanton, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England®. He
married HELEN WoobDcock 27 Nov 1592 in Ellastone, Stafford, England®. She was born Abt. 1554 in
Ashford, Bakewell, Derbyshire, England’, and died 18 Apr 1631 in Stanton, Ellastone, Staffordshire,
England”.
Children of ROGER SHELDON and HELEN WOODCOCK are:
i. HUGH’ SHELDON, b. 12 Aug 1593, Ellastone, Stafford, England™?; d. 09 Feb 1592/93, Ellastone,
Stafford, England®.
ii. RALPH SHELDON, b. 01 Aug 1595, Stanton, Ellastone, Stafford, England; d. 09 Feb 1671/72, England
(1672).

iii. GILBERT SHELDON, b. 22 Jun 1598, Stanton, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England®; d. 09 Nov 1677,
Canterbury, Kent, England®.

Gilbert Sheldon was born on the morning of 19 June 1598 to
Roger Sheldon and Helen Woodcock in Stanton. His father
was variously listed in the church records as a bailiff or
laborer in Stanton. The location of Gilbert's birth home is
known and marked with a plaque but the original building is
gone. Here you see a later day Pauline Sheldon before the
plaque on the wall of a house built during the lead boom of
the 1800's.

Thomas Sheldon (#6 above) is the common ancestor of
Gilbert Sheldon and Pauline Sheldon. Thomas Sheldon’s son
Roger is the father of Gilbert Sheldon. Thomas’s son
Thomas is Pauline Sheldon’s ancestor.
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THIS BUILDING STANDS
ON! THE SITE OF
THE BIRTHPLAGE OF
GILBERT SHELDON
ARGCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY
1663 -1677

W

Pa_tulinheldon next to the Plague
Marking the birthplace of Gilbert Sheldon
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This village was atop a hill and did not have its own church.
So Gilbert was baptized in Ellastone, Staffordshire in the
font in the Ellastone church shown following:

L
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The front entrance of the Church
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Pauline Sheldon at a Church Service

The Christian name Gilbert had not been given to a
Sheldon child before the baptism of Gilbert Sheldon; it this
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case the name Gilbert was given to reflect the owner of the
Sheldon's property, Gilbert Taylor, who was the Seventh
Earl of Shrewsbury. Gilbert Taylor was Gilbert Sheldon's
godparent. Victor Sutch above suggests that this baptism
reflects Gilbert's father Roger Sheldon's importance to the
Earl. Sutch suggests that Roger might have been a bailiff of
the Earl; that is, he managed the Earl's properties in Stanton.
One way that Roger could help is that the Sixth Earl initially
owned only part of Stanton village. Through marriage with
Bess of Hardwick (a Cavendish family member), the Sixth
Earl acquired more of the village. Perhaps Roger was
important in establishing the Seventh Earl’s control of the
consolidated village. For more on the Sixth Earl and his trials
with Bess and his leasers, see pages 210 to 214 of Wood's
book earlier cited.

Stanton is a wind swept village on a hilltop. Here we are
looking downhill to Ellastone:
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The top of a wind swept hill is hardly the place to locate a
village except that it is in a lead mining region; and it turns
out that there are old lead mines within a kilometer of the
village. The Sheldon family was again in a mining village
and if Roger was indeed the bailiff, he actually managed the
mining village. Robert Plot in his “Natural History of
Staffordshire” published in 1696 noted that nearby Ellastone
where Gilbert was baptized had a smelter for reducing ore to
useable metal so there must have been a lot of mining in the
area.
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The homes shown as follows were probably built during the
lead mining boom that began in the 18th century and in the
same style and material as those in the lead mining villages
of Sheldon and Monyash:
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Gilbert Sheldon was the son of a father of modest means and
would not be expected to have the money to attend a school.
However, Sutch suggested that Gilbert Taylor, the Seventh
Earl of Shrewsbury, looked after his godson and paid his way
though school and ultimately Oxford University. Here is a
painting of Gilbert Taylor:
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Gilbert Sheldon was a Royalist and later an advisor to
Charles | during the English Civil War (1642-1651) and
advisor to Charles II after the monarchy’s Restoration in
1660. He was instrumental in the developing the Book of
Common Prayer for the Anglican Church and in general
rebuilding the Anglican Church. Here is a painting of Gilbert
Sheldon:
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Gilbert Sheldon became Archbishop of Canterbury in 1663.
He was greatly interested in the welfare of the University of
Oxford, of which he became Chancellor in 1667. Sheldon
oversaw the churches response to the Black Plague and the
1666 Great London fire.
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The Sheldonian Theatre at Oxford was built and endowed at
Gilbert’s expense and is a lasting memorial to his
contribution to Oxford and England. Here are three pictures
of the now rather plain exterior, the inside of the hall
complete with a Sheldon, and the lovely roof of the hall.

Between 1620 and 1640 the Sheldons of Bakewell migrated
to New England probably to avoid the religious conflict in
England. Gilbert actions described here took place after their
departure.
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A lot more could be said of the accomplishments of Gilbert
Sheldon but for the purposes of The Sheldon Story it is
important to note that he came from a Sheldon, Derbyshire
lead mining family of many generations. Thus, cousins
would be found in other Derbyshire mining families and not
in the English nobility. The referenced book by Victor Sutch
provides a lot of interesting detail on Gilbert Sheldon.

The Sheldon Family of Oncott

The records for this family are fairly good until the English
Civil War Period (1642-1651) and thereafter it is difficult to
track the Stanton Sheldon family. Earlier I noted Gilbert’s
uncle Thomas’ family:

6. THOMAS® SHELDON (HUGH®, HENRY*, HUGH®, RICHARD?, NN SHELDON OF') was born 14 Apr 1557 in
Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*, and died 22 Nov 1635 in Ellastone, Staffordshire, England®. He married
JOHANE.
Children of THOMAS and JOHANE SHELDON are:
i. DOROTHEA’ SHELDON, b. 24 May 1579, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*.
ii. JOHANE SHELDON, b. 15 Sep 1580, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*.
iii. ELISABETH SHELDON, b. 02 Sep 1582, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*.
iv. ELEANORE SHELDON, b. 17 Jan 1584/85, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England (1585)*.
v. ROGER SHELDON, b. 01 Apr 1587, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England?; d. 06 Jul 1638, Ellastone,
Staffordshire, England*.
vi. WILLIAM SHELDON, b. 29 Jun 1589, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*.
vii. RALPH SHELDON, b. 17 Nov 1591, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*.
viii. HUGH SHELDON, b. 14 Jul 1594, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England*; d. 16 Jan 1632/33, Ellastone,
Staffordshire, England (1633)*.
iX. ANN SHELDON, b. 12 Jan 1596/97, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England (1597).
X.  JOHAN SHELDON, b. 21 Jan 1598/99, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England (1599).
Xi. THOMAS SHELDON, b. 13 Jan 1602/03, Ellastone, Staffordshire, England (1603)*.

Although I do not have certain proof that Gilbert’s cousin
Thomas son of Thomas Sheldon who was born in 1603
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moved to nearby Oncott, Staffordshire, this is the only
Thomas Sheldon in Staffordshire records that could be his
cousin Thomas. Here are details on Thomas’ marriage and
children including a possible grand nephew Thomas in
yellow who fits the Burslem Thomas Sheldon well and is a
clear link to the Sheldon family of Burslem. Here is that
family.

Descendants of Thomas Sheldon

Generation No. 1

1. THoMAS' SHELDON was born Bef. 1615 . He married ANNE WIFE OF THOMAS SHELDON Bef. 16352,
She was born Bef. 16174,

Notes for THOMAS SHELDON: He is the best candidate for Thomas, Gilbert Sheldon's cousin.

Children of THOMAS SHELDON and ANNE SHELDON are:
i. GEORGE? SHELDON, b. 08 Jul 1635, Oncott, Leek, Staffordshire, England®.
ii. THOMAS SHELDON, b. 09 Jul 1637, Oncott, Leek, Staffordshire, England®. Best Candidate linking to
the Burslem Sheldons.
iii. JOHN SHELDON, b. 07 Aug 1639, Oncott, Leek, Staffordshire, England®; m. MARY WIFE OF JOHN
SHELDON, Bef. 1682; b. Bef. 1664.

More About JOHN SHELDON and MARY SHELDON:
Marriage: Bef. 1682

iv. WILLIAM SHELDON, b. 10 Feb 1641/42, Oncott, Leek, Staffordshire, England (1642)°.

V. MATILDA SHELDON, b. 15 Jan 1643/44, Oncott, Leek, Staffordshire, England (1644).

vi. CHARLES SHELDON, b. 02 Oct 1651, Oncott, Leek, Staffordshire, England®; m. SUSANNA WIFE OF
CHARLES SHELDON, Bef. 1694; b. Bef. 1676.

More About CHARLES SHELDON and SUSANNA SHELDON:
Marriage: Bef. 1694

Endnotes

LDS microfilm for Leek GS Film number0872641, 1040765, 1040766.
LDS microfilm for Bakewell GS Film number1041679.
LDS microfilm for Leek GS Film number0872641, 1040765, 1040766.
LDS microfilm for Bakewell GS Film number1041679.
LDS microfilm for Leek GS Film number0872641, 1040765, 1040766.
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Oncott (now know as Onecote) near Leek is yet another
mining village on the eastern edge of Staffordshire, not far
from Stanton. It is up on the side of a moor with mines to
both north and south of the village. Here are pictures of the
village of stone cottages like Stanton and its church:
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The Sheldon Family of Edlaston

Now we are ready to consider the oldest member of the
Sheldon family of Burslem. We find him and his wife south
of Stanton and Oncott in the small mining village of
Edlaston, just across the border in Derbyshire. Pictures of the
village will be presented in a moment. Here is that first
proven generation of the Sheldon family of Burslem:

1. THoMAS! SHELDON was born Bef. 16391, He married MILLESENT Dams Bef. 1659. She was born Bef.
1641.

Children of THOMAS SHELDON and MILLESENT SHELDON are:
2. i. THOMAS? SHELDON, b. 25 Oct 1659, Edlaston, Derbyshire, England (see note about migration and
ancestors); d. 23 Mar 1716/17, Burslem, Staffordshire, England (1717).
ii. ELEANOR SHELDON, b. 30 Sep 1662, Edlaston, Derbyshire, England?.
iii. GILBERT SHELDON, b. 14 Feb 1663/64, Edlaston, Derbyshire, England (1664)™.
iv. CATHERINE SHELDON, b. 17 Aug 1672, Etwall, Derbyshire, England?.

Note that the Thomas Sheldon shown above is about the
same age as Thomas son of Thomas Sheldon discussed
earlier in Oncott village. Thomas and Millisent Sheldon of
Edlaston had a child named Gilbert that was born when
Gilbert Sheldon was the Archbishop of Canterbury. Gilbert
was out of the ordinary naming pattern for the Sheldons in
general as can be seen by looking at the genealogies
provided both earlier and later than this family. This suggests
that Thomas was related to the Stanton Sheldons and hence
made use of a cousin Gilbert's Christian name for his son
Gilbert.

Unfortunately we had no strong evidence of the linkages that
| just suggested. The circumstantial evidence is that the dates
and names work. Here is the actual baptism record:
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The father Thomas is recognized as a gentleman (gent.) and
his wife Millisent’s name is Latinized with an added us. This
IS uncommon in other parish records and suggests that the
Vicar believes this family to be of high status probably
because they were related to Gilbert Sheldon who at that
moment the Archbishop of Canterbury.

The village of Edlaston is a mining village with large mines
nearby. The village had a few workers houses which were
sold off to the workers in the early 20" century. The village
has a stone church which is shown below:
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Edlaston Church

And there were Sheldons there until quite recently (1892):
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The noble owner of Edlaston village lived in nearby Snelson
where his now decrepit manor house was located. Only a
lovely gatehouse remains. Here are pictures:
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The Sheldon Family of Burslem
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"It's a fine day i you can see the other side of the road"”

The Domesday Book of 1066 lists Burslem (called
Bacardeslim) as a small farming hamlet; strategically sited
above a vital ford (crossing) at Longport, part of the major
pack horse track out of the Peak District and Staffordshire
Moorlands to the Liverpool/London road. As far back as the
late 12th century a thriving pottery industry existed, based
on the fine and abundant local clays. Robert Plot in his
“Natural History of Staffordshire” published in 1696 noted
that even the lead used in glazing pottery was locally mined.
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The Burslem pottery was fired using wood and charcoal.
Even though coal was available locally, the smoke from the
coal discolored the pottery and it was difficult to get to the
right kiln temperature using coal. So wood was preferred for
both homes and kilns. This all changed as the wood became
more difficult and expensive to get. Then technological
innovation gave rise to fire-grates and chimneys for the
home and bellows for iron making. Even kiln technology
was adapted to coal. Robert Galloway in his 1882 book A
History of Coal Mining in Great Britain noted that by the end
of the 16th century under the pressure of necessity people
were all using coal instead of wood.

After the Black Death, Burslem emerged in the records as a
medieval town - the 1536 stone church is still standing and
in use. The church records begin about 1650, just after the
English Civil War (1642-1651). The village again is in the
pottery business. Burslem has local clays which they fire to
produce what we would call stoneware pottery. Fortunately
Burslem is located not only near clay but also near
outcroppings of coal. With other technological innovations
to avoid discoloring the pottery with coal fired bottle kilns
like that following could be used to fire the pottery:
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Gladstone Pottery Museum
The picture above is of Gladstone Pottery in Burslem with it
characteristic bottle kilns; it is now a museum. These kilns
were typically fired up twice a day and used about 15 tons of
coal for each firing. So being near coal fields was critical to
the production of pottery.

Here is a map not only of the villages collectively known as
the Potteries but also of their coal resources which are useful
for both pottery making and iron making:
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Mar 1.1 The Distribution of Potteries, 1834. Reproduced by permission of Leeds
University Library.
Source: Moisley, ‘Potteries Coalfield’, map XV, plotted from Whaste's
Drrectory, 1834.

The old techniques of mining outcroppings of lead and
outcroppings of coal are similar. Hence a move from the
Peak Country to the Potteries would provide job
opportunities for lead miners like the Sheldon family of
Sheldon.

Sheldon Take Away 4 Revisited: Prior to 1700, lead mining
techniques and coal mining techniques were similar.

Sheldon Take Away 5 Revisited: Miners such as the
Sheldons moved to nearby villages motivated by economic
opportunities at the new village.
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Let us now take a look at the family and descendents of the
Sheldon family of Burslem, Staffordshire born about 1650.
Note that they begin in an area of Derbyshire which had lead
mining. Their motivations were probably just having a better
life.

| should mention that according to the Victoria History of
Staffordshire Volume 11 published by Oxford University
Press in 1967, the same Earl of Devonshire that owned
Stanton (the village of Gilbert Sheldon’s birth) also owned
land in the Burslem area and was active in developing the
mines in the area. This may have made it easy for Sheldons
to move to Burslem.

Here are the first five generations of Sheldons in Burslem:

Descendants of Thomas Sheldon

Generation No. 1

1. THOMAS' SHELDON was born Bef. 1639%. He married MILLESENT Dams Bef. 1659. She was born Bef.
1641.

Children of THOMAS SHELDON and MILLESENT SHELDON are:
2. i. THOMAS? SHELDON, b. 25 Oct 1659, Edlaston, Derbyshire, England (see note about migration and
ancestors); d. 23 Mar 1716/17, Burslem, Staffordshire, England (1717).
ii. ELEANOR SHELDON, b. 30 Sep 1662, Edlaston, Derbyshire, England?.
iii. GILBERT SHELDON, b. 14 Feb 1663/64, Edlaston, Derbyshire, England (1664)™.
iv. CATHERINE SHELDON, b. 17 Aug 1672, Etwall, Derbyshire, England?.

Generation No. 2

2. THOMAS? SHELDON (THOMAS') was born 25 Oct 1659 in Edlaston, Derbyshire, England (see note about
migration and ancestors), and died 23 Mar 1716/17 in Burslem, Staffordshire, England (1717)*. He
married ELIZABETHA PERCIVALL 25 Jun 1698 in Sutton On The Hill, Derbyshire, England®. She was born
Bef. 16805, and died 15 Aug 1721 in Burslem, Staffordshire, England®.

Notes for THOMAS SHELDON:
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Here we see the Sheldon family migrating out of Derbyshire to Burslem around 1700.

We find all those post 1704 children born to Thomas and Elisabeth in Burslem. | looked for a marriage
record for Thomas and Elisabeth and find only Elisabeth is Elisabeth Percival in Sutton on the Hill
Derbyshire in 1698. Right time and only Elisabeth marrying a Thomas Sheldon.

Then we find Paul being born in 1701 in Longford, Derbyshire to Thomas and Elisabeth. The direction is
right for the next children to be in Burslem.

Now to find out whom Thomas' parents are. First as he married in 1698 we can be pretty sure he was born
prior to 1678 in Derbyshire (where the village of Sheldon in located). It is probably not much more than 10
years earlier since he died in 1717 and men seldom made it past 50. So our range is say 1667 to 1678.
There is only one candidate .Thomas Sheldon baptized 25 Oct 1659 in Edlaston, Derbyshire to Thomas
Sheldon GS Film number1041138. Edlastone is in mining country.

Name 2: Elizabeth Percival
Name 3: Elisabeth wife of Thomas Sheldon

More About THOMAS SHELDON and ELIZABETHA PERCIVALL:
Marriage: 25 Jun 1698, Sutton On The Hill, Derbyshire, England’

Children of THOMAS SHELDON and ELIZABETHA PERCIVALL are:
3. i. PAUL® SHELDON, b. 08 Apr 1701, Longford, Derbyshire, England.
4. ii. JOHN SHELDON, b. 27 Mar 1703, Longford, Derbyshire, England; d. 20 Sep 1753, Burslem,
Staffordshire, England.
iii. THOMAS SHELDON, b. 14 Jul 1704, Burslem, Staffordshire, England®; d. 14 Jul 1704, Burslem,
Staffordshire, England®.
iv. ELISABETH SHELDON, b. 09 Oct 1705, Burslem, Staffordshire, England®.
V. SAMUEL SHELDON, b. 07 Feb 1705/06, Burslem, Staffordshire, England (1706)%°.
vi. JOSEPH SHELDON, bh. 26 Jan 1706/07, Burslem, Staffordshire, England (1706).
vii. GEORGE SHELDON, b. 02 Sep 1709, Burslem, Staffordshire, England*?; d. 19 Dec 1710, Burslem,
Staffordshire, England®®,
viii. MARY SHELDON, b. 04 Feb 1709/10, Burslem, Staffordshire, England (1710)*3,
ix. BENJAMIN SHELDON, b. 12 Mar 1712/13, Burslem, Staffordshire, England (1713).
X.  MARGARET SHELDON, b. 18 Mar 1714/15, Burslem, Staffordshire, England (1715)%.

Generation No. 3

3. PAUL® SHELDON (THOMAS?, THOMAS") was born 08 Apr 1701 in Longford, Derbyshire, England®®. He
married ELISABETH BALLY 31 Dec 1726 in Ashley, Staffordshire, England’. She was born Bef. 170828,
and died 23 Jan 1746/47 in Burslem, Staffordshire, England (1647)%.

More About PAUL SHELDON and ELISABETH BALL:
Marriage: 31 Dec 1726, Ashley, Staffordshire, England®

Children of PAUL SHELDON and ELISABETH BALL are:
5. i. PAUL*SHELDON, b. 14 Dec 1728, Burslem, Staffordshire, England; d. 20 Jun 1765, Burslem,
Staffordshire, England.
ii. ANN SHELDON, b. 20 Feb 1734/35, Burslem, Staffordshire, England (1735)%%.
iii. SAMUEL SHELDON, b. 13 Aug 1738, Burslem, Staffordshire, England®.

4. JOHN® SHELDON (THOMAS?, THOMAS®) was born 27 Mar 1703 in Longford, Derbyshire, England?, and
died 20 Sep 1753 in Burslem, Staffordshire, England. He married HANNAH CARTLITCH 26 Dec 1723 in
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, England?*. She was born Bef. 1705%.

More About JOHN SHELDON and HANNAH CARTLITCH:
Marriage: 26 Dec 1723, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, England®*
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Children of JOHN SHELDON and HANNAH CARTLITCH are:
i. ELISABETH* SHELDON, b. 19 Oct 1724, Burslem, Staffordshire, England?®.
ii. MARY SHELDON, b. 30 Oct 1726, Burslem, Staffordshire, England.
iii. JOHN SHELDON, h. 12 May 1730, Burslem, Staffordshire, England?®’.
iv. ELISABETH SHELDON, b. 12 Aug 1735, Burslem, Staffordshire, England?®.
6. v. ADONIS SHELDON, h. 20 Aug 1738, Burslem, Staffordshire, England.
vi. RALPH SHELDON, b. 17 Jan 1740/41, Burslem, Staffordshire, England (1741)%; d. 16 Jun 1747,
Burslem, Staffordshire, England°.

Generation No. 4

5. PAUL* SHELDON (PAUL®, THOMAS?, THOMAS') was born 14 Dec 1728 in Burslem, Staffordshire,
England®-%2% and died 20 Jun 1765 in Burslem, Staffordshire, England®*. He married MARY SHELDON 23
Oct 1752 in Burslem, Staffordshire, England®. She was born Bef. 1734 in (see note)36<7,

More About PAUL SHELDON and MARY SHELDON:
Marriage: 23 Oct 1752, Burslem, Staffordshire, England®”

Children of PAUL SHELDON and MARY SHELDON are:
i. RALPH® SHELDON, b. 10 Apr 1753, Burslem, Staffordshire, England®; d. 18 Dec 1757, Burslem,
Staffordshire, England®.
ii. SAMUEL SHELDON, b. 11 Jan 1756, Burslem, Staffordshire, England?.

7. iii. RALPH SHELDON, b. 12 Nov 1758, Burslem, Staffordshire, England.
iv. MARY SHELDON, b. 13 Jul 1760, Burslem, Staffordshire, England**.
8. v. JOHN SHELDON, b. 22 May 1763, Burslem, Staffordshire, England; d. 26 Feb 1812, Burslem,

Staffordshire, England.
vi. PAUL SHELDON, bh. 08 Oct 1765, Burslem, Staffordshire, England*?; d. 15 Nov 1767, Burslem,
Staffordshire, England*®,

6. ADONIS* SHELDON (JOHN®, THOMAS?, THOMAS®) was born 20 Aug 1738 in Burslem, Staffordshire,
England*. He married NANCY MARE 23 Feb 1762 in Wolstanton, Staffordshire, England. She was born
Bef. 1745.

More About ADONIS SHELDON and NANCY MARE:
Marriage: 23 Feb 1762, Wolstanton, Staffordshire, England

Children of ADONIS SHELDON and NANCY MARE are:
i. SAMUEL® SHELDON, b. 04 Apr 1763, Burslem, Staffordshire, England*.
ii. BETTY SHELDON, b. 30 Dec 1764, Burslem, Staffordshire, England*®.
ili. SARAH SHELDON, b. 01 Jun 1772, Burslem, Staffordshire, England*’.
iv. WILLIAM SHELDON, b. 08 May 1774, Burslem, Staffordshire, England*®.
V. RALPH SHELDON, b. Burslem, Staffordshire, England; d. 24 Apr 1778, Burslem, Staffordshire,
England.

Generation No. 5

7. RALPH® SHELDON (PAUL*, PAUL®, THOMAS?, THOMASY) was born 12 Nov 1758 in Burslem, Staffordshire,
England*. He married ELEANORE BAGNALL 20 Jul 1783 in Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, England®. She
was born Bef. 1765,

More about RALPH SHELDON:
Occupation: 1783, potter

Children of RALPH SHELDON and ELEANORE BAGNALL are:
i. PAUL® SHELDON, b. 14 Mar 1784, Burslem, Staffordshire, England>?.
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ii. HANNAH SHELDON, b. 01 Aug 1785, Burslem, Staffordshire, England®?; d. 30 Oct 1788, Burslem,
Staffordshire, England®2,

iii. ANN SHELDON, b. 04 Mar 1787, Burslem, Staffordshire, England®*.

iv. RHODA SHELDON, b. 07 Aug 1791, Burslem, Staffordshire, England>®; m. SAMUEL MASON,
Burslem, Staffordshire, England®®; b. Bef. 17916

8. JOHN® SHELDON (PAUL®, PAUL®, THOMAS?, THOMAS') was born 22 May 1763 in Burslem, Staffordshire,
England®’, and died 26 Feb 1812 in Burslem, Staffordshire, England®®. He married HANNAH JENKINSON 09
Jun 1802 in Burslem, Staffordshire, England®®. She was born Bef. 1784 in (see note for kids)®®, and died
Aft. 18415°,

More About JOHN SHELDON:
Occupation: 1802, potter®!

Notes for HANNAH JENKINSON:

It appears that the Burslem chapel was not baptizing children for a while. Then in late 1808 they began to
do both the current babies but also the ones missed earlier. So when you look at the records, there are lots
of cases of multiple children in the same family being baptized on a single day. So assume Hannah's three
children were born on several occasions in the prior several years. It is hard to know who is younger and
who is older from the church records. Also note that in the 1841 census shows a family hamed Sholder
living in Swinnerton. A closer look at the record shows this family living in Shelton in Hanley Parish.

More About HANNAH JENKINSON:
Occupation: 1802, Innkeeper's daughter or widows!

More About JOHN SHELDON and HANNAH JENKINSON:
Marriage: 09 Jun 1802, Burslem, Staffordshire, England®!

Children of JOHN SHELDON and HANNAH JENKINSON are:
i. MARY® SHELDON, b. Bef. 22 Oct 1809, (see note for Hannah).
ii. PAUL SHELDON, b. Bef. 22 Oct 1809, (see note for Hannah)®.62,

More About PAUL SHELDON:
Baptism: 22 Oct 1809, Burslem, Staffordshire, England®

iii. JOHN SHELDON, bh. 22 Oct 1809, Burslem, Staffordshire, England®35,

More About JOHN SHELDON:
Baptism: 22 Oct 1809, Burslem, Staffordshire, England®®

LDS microfilm for Edlastone no 1041138.

LDS microfilm for Etwall GS Film number1042073.

LDS microfilm for Edlastone no 1041138.

Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p160.
LDS microfilm for Sutton on the Hill no 428944, 498133.

Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p170.
LDS microfilm for Sutton on the Hill no 428944, 498133.

Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p136.
Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p137.
10. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p139.
11. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p141.
12. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p144.
13. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p146.
14. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p152.
15. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p146.
16. LDS microfilm for Longford no 1042070.
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17. LDS microfilm for Ashley no 1278803.

18. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p184.
19. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p229.
20. LDS microfilm for Ashley no 1278803.

21. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p193.
22. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p203.
23. LDS microfilm for Longford GS Film number1042070.

24. Stoke Marriage Records on Ids 883845.

25. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p177.
26. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p181.
27. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p188.
28. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p195.
29. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p210.
30. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p229.
31. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p279.
32. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p242.
33. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p184.
34. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p292.
35. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p242.
36. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p279.
37. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p242.
38. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p245.
39. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p261.
40. LDS microfilm for Burslem no 1278910.

41. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p269.
42. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p291.
43. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p295.
44. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p203.
45. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p279.
46. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p287.
47. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p369.
48. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p375.
49. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p263.
50. Stoke Marriage Records on Ids 883845.

51. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p421.
52. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p429.
53. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p699.
54. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p437.
55. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p465.
56. Stoke Marriage Records on Ids 883845.

57. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p279.
58. Staffordshire Parish Records Series Volume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p813.
59. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem).

60. UK Census for 1841 for Shelton, Staffordshire, England.

61. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem).

62. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p601.
63. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem).

64. Staffordshire Parish Records Series VVolume 61, 62, or 63 (Burslem) p601.

A few notes on the above. First, | have limited myself to only
the fairly well documented Sheldons in this line as
determined by the church books of Staffordshire and
Derbyshire and do not display above the more recent
Sheldons. The records are fairly good until the English
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Civil War Period (1642-1651) and again become reliable
following the Restoration of Charles Il in 1660.

Second, the Staffordshire Transcription Society indexed the
church records in Staffordshire so it is important to note that
there are other Sheldons in Staffordshire and Derbyshire
mainly along a line from Sheldon village to Burslem.
However, the biggest concentration is in the Burslem area.
This pattern suggests migration out of the lead mining area
to the Potteries. These indexes are in the Family History
Library in Salt Lake City.

The Sheldon family of Burslem left mining and became
workers in the potteries of Staffordshire no later than the mid
1700's. It was safer work as new technologies in coal mining
led to more danger underground and working in a pottery
probably paid better. Later Sheldon family members moved
away from the kilns and into adding the art work to the
pottery. That is, they hand painted the ornamentation of the
Wedgewood places.

Burslem was the center for the Pottery Industry and the home
of many of the finest pottery firms like Wedgwood. Sheldon
family members attended Burslem church with the
Wedgwood family and also worked for their firm. They also
worked with other firms and even set up a pottery factory on
their own.

Here is a map of Burslem in 1852:
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If you go to Burslem in the nineteen eighties or more
recently, you will find almost all the potteries, shops, and
houses gone leaving only empty land. Nobody buys bone
china as it doesn’t survive dishwashers and microwaves.

The children of the pottery workers are accountants,
teachers, professors, pharmacists, journalists, and most have
some college education. Their dishes are plastic and
stoneware — not like those produced by the Sheldon Pottery
a hundred years ago shown below:
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The flowers were hand painted prior to glazing and firing
the bone china. The gold trim was added by brush.



