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Published quarterly by the Sheldon Family Association, Inc. (hereinafter SFA), and distributed by Joseph
Uphoff.
As a general repository for Sheldon Family lineage in the U.S.A., SFA serves as a central source of
information and study for Sheldon lineage researchers. By means of this publication, members are
informed of discoveries in Sheldon lineage research, and dates and locale of the annual reunion and
meeting.
Information in this publication is obtained by research in major libraries and repositories of public records,
by correspondence with Sheldon descendants and members, and independent researchers’ submissions
of articles.
The editor reserves the right to edit or excerpt submitted articles to fit space requirements of each issue.
Articles should be of general interest to members. Pieces too long for the quarterly may be serialized or
considered by the publication sales department to make them available to members.
Since it is not possible for SFA to vouch for the accuracy of the content or opinion, the reader should
understand that SFA in no way implies blanket verification and certification.
Libraries do not have permission to place SFA Quarterlies on the internet without prior approval of the
SFA. ISSN: 1063-956X
To submit articles, or information for an article, Contact:
SFA Quarterly Editor
Joseph Uphoff
Editor@sheldonfamily.org

Editor's Corner We open this issue with honoring a few members who have contributed much
toward our society. We then turn to the experiences of two of our ancestors' lives during
different wars.
Deadlines for each issue: Spring-March 1, Summer-June 1, Fall-September 1, WinterDecember 1. Material sent after these dates will be considered for a subsequant issue.
No exceptions.
All submissions relevant to matters Sheldon are welcome.
Joseph Uphoff
Editor
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Sheldon Family Honorees 2021
Michael Sheldon
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One of the things about honoring great people is that you must do some research about them. If
you are lucky, you get a chance to communicate with some of their family. You learn what kind
of person they are rather than what you imagine them to be. What you learn is that each of them
was genuinely dedicated to the Sheldon Family Association. They spent many hours
researching, writing, composing, filing, communicating … you get the picture. To top it off, they
then gave all their work to those who followed them. This year the two nominees were just that,
and in a word, Extraordinary. The whole process is a humbling experience!
Leland Locke Sheldon
S6770x41
Leland L. Sheldon was born in 1883 in Monroe, NY. He married Emily Taylor in 1908. She
passed away in 1963. He then married Edith Jones in 1964. She passed away later that year.
Leland passed away in 1982 in Charlotte, NC. He was an executive for the Chrysler
Corporation. His nephew Clinton Bayard Sheldon described him as a generous and kind
person, always concerned about his fellow man.
Leland was a genealogist for the Sheldon Family Association and was the one to discover both
libraries and Sheldon cousins with collections that possessed the original Sheldon Magazines
published by Henry Olcott Sheldon a 2020 Memorial honoree. Leland was the one to transcribe
that information onto the “SFA cards.” His efforts also included reprinting the Sheldon
Magazines. It cannot be understated that his work and correspondence are at the core of the
Sheldon Family Association records. It is upon his shoulders that a long list of genealogists and
researchers followed. They expanded and improved his efforts. It was E. Mark Sheldon (a 2020
Memorial honoree) who then took Leland’s work and began the process of digitizing the “SFA
cards.”
Rose Marie Sheldon Newton
S4479x851
Rose Marie Sheldon was born in Telluride, CO, in 1938. She married James Herbert Newton in
1961. He passed away in 2011. She then married Thomas Wallace, date unknown. Rose
passed away in 2017 while living in Fort Wayne, IN.
Rose is another giant in the history of the Sheldon Family Association, whose efforts we rely on
daily. My earliest finding of her participating in SFA research was in 1985. She became the
President of the Association in 1986, serving in that role for ten years. She then became the
SFAQ editor from about 2001 to 2011, where she transformed it from a newsletter to a research
quarterly. She served as the SFA genealogist from 2004 to 2014. Rose was a critical part of
setting up the trip to England in the mid-1990s. She was an excellent researcher and a prolific
writer. Ultimately, she became the guardian of many Sheldon records. Concurrently, she was an
active member of the Allen County Public Library. Genealogy ran deep in her soul.
Consequently, all the Sheldon records she possessed and collected over the years were given
to the ACPL in 2014 for preservation with more given after she passed.
Both these individuals typify a spirit of selflessness, sharing, and collaboration. They constantly
yearned for improvement and forward-thinking. For their contributions and the passion they
embodied, we honor them on the SFA Memorial Plaque. May we strive and succeed as they
did.
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Joshua William Shelden – A Civil War Soldier Part 2
By Elizabeth Shelden Knopf, Ed.D.
Sheldon Family Association sheets on Joshua William Shelden reveal he was born on January 1, 1830, in
Leeds County, Ontario, Canada. Joshua William Shelden and Eliza Jane Woolever were married in Porter
County, Indiana, on March 28, 1852. The couple had seven living children. Joshua William died
December 3, 1884. Eliza Jane died January 19, 1910. They are buried next to each other in Stuart
Community Cemetery, Stuart, Holt, Nebraska. While the couple share a grave stone, Joshua has a separate
stone marker provided by the military.
The Civil War Widow’s Pension file for Eliza Jane Wolever Shelden primarily contains forms and letters
to document that Eliza Jane Wolever Shelden was Joshua’s legal wife and she was entitled to a widow’s
pension. Sadly, many of the supporting letters in the file are not dated and some are poor quality copies.
Confusion on Joshua’s Civil War involvement was found comparing the information Eliza Jane provided
to obtain a widow’s pension and the information on Joshua’s military cemetery marker. According to
Eliza’s documents, Joshua had served in Company B, 38 th Indiana Infantry. The military marker seen on
FindAGrave.com. shows the name Johna W. Shelden and shows he was a member of Company E, 4 th
Indiana Cavalry. Additional confusion to this research occurred in finding two men named whose names
were sometimes spelled incorrectly and sometimes used interchangeably on military records: Joshua
W(illiam) Shelden and Joshua W(illard) Sheldon.
A form titled Declaration for Original Pension of a Widow—Child or Children under Sixteen Years of
Age Surviving was completed in Holt County Nebraska, and was signed before a notary public on July
23, 189_. Its declarations included Eliza Jane was the widow of Joshua W. Shelden who served during
the late War of the Rebellion from 28day of September 1864, to the 23 day of June, 1865, as a Private in
Company (B), 38 Regiment of Indiana. Further, he was honorably discharged from the service on the 23
day of June, Louisville, Kentucky and who died of cancer of the face on the 8 day of December, 1888,
and she is without others means of support than her daily labor. The witnesses were Walter B. Armstrong
and Anna D. Slaymaker
Author’s Note: Anna D. Slaymaker (Newton) was the sister of Cornelia Belle Slaymaker (Shelden), my
great grandmother who married Alonzo Charles Fremont Shelden. Alonzo was the oldest child of Joshua
William and Eliza Jane.
A General Affidavit was completed in Holt County, Nebraska, by Eliza J. Shelden. She stated she was 55
years old and living in Atkinson, Holt Co., Neb. “That my marriage to Joshua W. Sheldon, was the first
and only time I was married.” (Undated)
Wilson Nourse of Bassett, Rock County, Nebraska, wrote an affidavit stating he was personally
acquainted with Joshua W. Shelden at and before the time of his death and that he was present at the time
of his death, the third day of December, 1884. The cause was cancer of the lip and face. Nourse knew
this was as he was with Joshua every day for two months before his death and the attending physician
made this known in a statement. (Pension Office stamp dated FEB 9, 1891.)
A General Affidavit was filed in Rock County, Nebraska, in the matter of the claim for a pension for Eliza
J. Sheldon, widow of Joshua W. Sheldon, B, 38 Indiana. “Was acquainted with Joshua W. [ ] from May
1880 to the time of [ ] in Dec 1884, that said Joshua [
] had a cancer on the face [
]the fact of my
knowledge and belief was the [
] of his death did not consider him an able body man during my
acquaintance with him and the last two years of his life he was totally disabled to perform manual labor.
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And that said disease was not contracted by any viscious habits.” Signed: Seth R. Bates (Undated)
A General Affidavit was filed from Jasper County, Missouri, in the matter of the claim for a pension for
Eliza J. Sheldon as widow of Joshua W. Sheldon of B – 38 Ind. “Hav known JW Shelden and Eliza J.
Shelden as man and wife [
]1857. Eliza J. Shelden is my sister were married to Joshua w. Sheldon in
1856 or 1856. he was a soldier in the Indiana Regiment from Porter Co Ind. I boarded with him for 2
years immediately after war hav not saw him or [ ] Sheldon since Sept 1870. They were man and wife
then I know he buried as her husband some 5 or 6 years ago in Nebraska. It was their first last and only
marage. (am away from home and has no reference as to positive date of marage and death nor of [ ].”
This document was signed by John H. Wolever and Mrs. C.W. Beeson.
Author’s Note: John Harrison Wolever was the brother of Eliza Jane Wolever.
A General Affidavit from Rock County, Nebraska, in the matter of the claim for a pension, widow of
Joshua W. Sheldon, B – 38 – Indiana was filed by Albert Kemp – age 44 years. “was acquainted with
Joshua W. Sheldon from Nov 1881 to the time of his death in Dec 1884, that that during this time he was
suffering with a cancrn on the face which to the best of my knowledge and belief was the direct cause of
his death. I did not consider him an able bodied man during this time and for the lest two years of his life
he was totally disabled to perform any manual labor and that said diseas was not contracted by any
viscious habits.” Signed: Albert Kemp. (Undated)
A General Affidavit from Holt County, Nebraska, in the matter of claim for a pension of Eliza J. Sheldon,
widow of Joshua W. Sheldon “B” 38, Ind. was filed by Eliza J. Shelden, age fifty-seven, residing in
Green Valley Precinct, Holt Co., Neb. (P.O. Atkinson, Neb.) “As shown by the discharge of Joshua W.
Sheldon. Now in my possession and my own personal knowledge the above named soldier enlisted in
United States Army Sept 24 th 1864 and served until he was discharged at the close of the war. Also
soldier was not in the military or naval service after June 23 rd 1865.” Signed: Eliza J. Shelden with
witnesses Frank Shelden and J. Elmer Allison. (Undated)
Author’s Note: Frank O. Shelden was the youngest living child of Joshua W. and Eliza J. Shelden. This
document must have been written before September 1902 as this was when Frank died at age 30.
“that she is the widow of Joshua W. Sheldon who enlisted as private in Company B 38 Regiment of
Indiana [
] INFANTRY Vol enrolled 28 th of Sep 1864. The name under which he enlisted and has
always went by is Joshua W. Sheldon the leaving out of the W in the name was an oversight in making
out the paper.” The affiant further says she has not applied for a pension prior to July 31 st 1890. Signed:
Eliza J. Shelden
A General Affidavit from Holt County, Nebraska, in the matter of the claim for a pension for Eliza J.
Shelden as widow of Joshua W. of “B” 38 Ind., stating “That we have known Eliza J. Sheldon for the past
9 years and know her to be the widow of Joshua W. Sheldon and further that she has not remarried since
his death. And that she is dependant upon her daily labor for her support.” This document is signed by
Sanford Whipple and E.C. Slaymaker. (Pension Office stamp dated FEB 9, 1891.)
Author’s Note: Sanford Whipple was married to Estella Clara Slaymaker (Whipple). She was the sister
of Cornelia Belle Slaymaker (Shelden), who was married to Alonzo Charles Fremont Shelden, the oldest
child of Eliza Jane and Joshua William Shelden. (Cornelia Belle and Alonzo were the author’s great
grandparents.)
A form titled “Affidavit of Physician who Treated the Soldier in his Last Sickness, Showing the date and
Cause of Death” was completed by A.A. Webster, M.D., in Rock County, Nebraska. This document
states that it is the claim of Eliza J. widow of Joshua W. Sheldon, “B” 38 th Ind. “I was the attending
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physician at the time of the above-named soldier’s death. He died on the third (3 rd) day of December,
1884. The immediate cause of his death was cancer of the lip and face.” … “The above name soldier
physical condition was at the time that I first commenced treating very bad as he could not perform any
manual labor and suffered a good dele pain as the cancers tumer extended down the through and
destroying the muscles of the face. (Pension Office stamp dated FEB 9, 1891.)
A form dated June 20, 1891, was to validate the military service of Joshua W. Shelden being “enlisted
Sep. 28, 1864, and served as a [
] in Co. B, 38 Reg’t Ind Inf and was discharged at [
] on June 23,
1865.” The War Department, Record and Pension Division, Commissioner of Pensions replied June 24,
1891. “The rolls show that Joshua Sheldon mentioned in the preceding endorsement, was enrolled Oct.
26, 1864, and MO. June 23, 1865. The name Joshua W. Shelden has not been found on the rolls of Co. B,
38 Ind. Inf.” (Pension Office stamp dated June 25, 1891.)
A form titled General Affidavit was completed in Holt County, Nebraska, regarding a claim for a pension
for Eliza J. Sheldon, widow of Joshua W. Sheldon, “B” 38 Ind. “Eliza J. Sheldon is possessed of real
estate to the value of $100.00 and personal property to the value of $25.00. Income is only what she can
earn with the assistance of her sons and so far as we know she is dependant upon her daily labor for her
support and no one is legally bound to support her. We are knowing to the above from being afar
neighbors and having known her for the past five or six years.” This document was signed by R.E.
Slaymaker and F. C. Balleweg on June 11, 1892. (Pension Office stamp dated JUN 18, 1892.)
Author’s Note: R.E. Slaymaker was Reuban E. Slaymaker, the older brother of Cornelia Belle
Slaymaker (Shelden).
A form titled Widow’s Pension – Act of June 27, 1890 Shows claimant Eliza J. Shelden, of Atkinson P.O.,
Holt County, Nebraska, was the widow of Joshua W. Shelden, Private, Co. B, Regiment 38 Ind Vol Inf.
Her form was submitted for approval on Nov 12, 1892, and was approved on Nov 29, 1892. Further, it
was noted the soldier was not pensioned.
A form titled Act of June 27, 1890, shows Eliza J. Shelden, widow of Joshua W. Shelden, Private,
Company B, Regiment 38 Ind. Vol. Inf. DEAD, was to receive a pension of $8.00 per month commencing
July 31, 1890. This document was issued Dec. 6, 1892, and mailed Dec. 14, 1892. There was a $10 fee.
(Stamped on the right side of this form was the word DROPPED with the handwritten entry of Mar 25,
1910. Also is a notation “Auditor advised of Death” with the date of Mar 31, 1910.)
A form titled United States Pension Agency, Act of April 19, 1908, Des, Monies, IA, dated Mar 25, 1910,
reports information on pensioner Eliza J. Shelden. “Sir: I have the honor to report that the above-named
pensioner who was last paid at $12, to 4 Jan, 1910 has been dropped because of death Jan 19, 1910.
Check #398473 for $36 dated Jan 17,1910 forwarded to Auditor 3-23-1910. “
“Joshua W. Shelden was 5’ 8” tall, with dark complexion, gray eyes and dark hair. He was a farmer when
he enlisted in Capt. Earlywine’s Co. 4, Regiment Indiana Cavalry Aug. 7, 1862, at the age of 32. His
enlistment was for 3 years, however, he became ill in camp on Sept. 22, 1862, with incipient ‘phttuses
pulmonalis’, which appeared to have developed twice, an attack of pneumonia while in mounted service.
There is a hereditary tendancy to phttuses, as reported by his physician on his Certificate of Disability for
Discharge dated 11 Nov 1862. At discharge, Joshua was a Private of Capt. Patterson’s Co. of the 77 th
Regiment of Indiana Volunteers.
Joshua died in 1884 of cancer of the face and lips. He was a member of the Grand Army of the Republic
(G.A.R.).”
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(Sources: Pension records from the National Archives, marriage license and certificate of Joshua and
Eliza, and physician’s affidavit.)
Source: Shelden Shanachie Newsletter, July 1990.
Joshua W. Shelden enlisted on 9 August 1862. His enlistment rank was private. His muster in date was 9
August 1862 in Indiana. He was mustered into Company E, 4 th Cavalry Regiment. He had enlisted. He
mustered out 11 November 1862 with a discharge. He was a resident of Laporte, Indiana.
Source: Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Indiana, U.S. Civil War Soldier records and
Profiles, 1861-1865 – Ancestry.com
“The 38th Indiana Infantry organized in New Albany, Indiana mustered for a three year enlistment on
September 18, 1861 under command of Colonel Benjamin Franklin Scribner …. The 38 th Indiana Infantry
mustered out of service at Louisville, Kentucky on July 15, 1865.
A roster of 38th Regiment, Indiana Infantry, Company B – Three Years Service, Indiana Volunteers, shows
Shelden, Joshua W. mustered in on Oct. 26, 1864, and was mustered out June 22, 1865, and he was
drafted.
Source:
Army
38th
Regiment
Indiana
Infantry
/
Army
Veteran
Locator,
https://army.togetherweserved.com/army/serviet/tws.webapp.
“The 38th Regiment Indiana Infantry was an infantry regiment that served the Union Army during the
American Civil War.”
Detailed service of 38 th Indiana Infantry Regiment between October 26, 1864, and June 22, 1865:
March to the Sea – November 15 to December 10
Siege of Savannah – December 10-21
Campaign of the Carolinas – January to April 1865
Averysboro, North Carolina – March 16
Battle of Bentonville – March 19-21
Occupation of Goldsboro – March 24
Advance on Raleigh – April 10-14
Occupation of Raleigh – April 14
Bennett’s House – April 26
Surrender of Johnston and his army. March to Washington, D.C., via Richmond,
Virginia -April 29 – May 20
Grand Review of the Armies – May 24
Moved to Louisville, Kentucky – June.
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/38th_Indiana_Infantry_Regiment
Joshua W. Sheldon was born about 1830 and was 34 when he enrolled on 26 October 1864.
His discharge date was 18 May 1865, in Michigan City, Indiana. He had been a member of
Company B, 38th Regiment. Notes show he had been drafted and he was discharged at
Louisville, KY, on May 18, 1865.
Source: Web: Indiana, Civil War Soldier Database Index, 1861-1865 – Ancestry.com
At least some of Joshua W(illiam) Shelden’s military records have been co-mingled with the military
records of at least one other man named Joshua W(illard) Sheldon. Both men have similar birth years,
both served in the infantry during the Civil War and both have names that sound the same and names that
have similar spellings and misspellings. Information on FindAGrave.com shows that Joshua Willard was
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born in Vermont and was buried in Wisconsin. To add to the confusion FindAGrave.com also shows four
additional men named Joshua W. Sheldon. Three of these men are buried in Sheldon Cemetery, Sheldon,
Franklin County, Vermont. The fourth man was born in Sheldon, Franklin County, Vermont, and was
buried in Pittsford, Rutland County, Vermont. Perhaps when the federal military records for Joshua
William Shelden become available this confusion can be resolved.
“Joshua W. Sheldon enlisted and was mustered in on 20 September 1864, in Wisconsin. He mustered in
to the 32nd infantry. He had been drafted. He was wounded on 3 February 1865, at Rivers’ Bridge, South
Caroline. He mustered out on 12 June 1865 in Crystal Springs, Maryland. His residence place was La
Crosse, Wisconsin.”
Source: Roster of Wisconsin Volunteers: War of the Rebellion. U.S., Civil War Soldier Records and
Profiles, 1861-1865, Ancestry.com
Gravestones were provided to Union Civil War soldiers who died between 1861 and 1903. While some
headstones and some information of many Civil War soldiers can be found on FindAGrave.com, there is a
collection of 3x4 cards documenting headstone contracts for deceased Union veterans. The alphabetically
arranged cards are on 22 rolls of microfilm with Family Search and photocopies of the cards can be found
on Ancestry.com. These cards contain brief information about each soldier. (On the card for Joshua W.
Shelden, there are two errors; the death date and the cemetery name.) In addition to the soldier’s
information, these cards contain the name of the contractor who made the stone. There were a variety of
contractors including Sheldon & Sons of West Rutland, Vermont. Joshua William Shelden’s headstone
was actually made by Sheldon & Sons. An alphabetical listing of Civil War soldiers’ cards with the name
of the headstone contractor can be found at http://genealogytrails.com/cwstones.
SFA members, please join me in looking forward with hope our government agencies, libraries, and
historical societies open again for further genealogy research.
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THOMAS SHELDON and the French & Indian War - Abercrombie
(Abercromby) 's Army – 1758
Jack Sheldon, Jr., CPA
SFA Life Member Mesa, AZ (formerly of Owosso, Michigan)
Originally Published Online February 25, 2010
The Sheldon Family Association record and descendants of Thomas Sheldon b. 18 Feb 1709 (South
Kingstown, Rhode Island), d. approximately 1756 - 1758 (New York), has come under question.
This Thomas Sheldon who married. Harriet Winters is S0301 in the SFA numbering system. His dates of
death at Ancestry.com are stated as 1748 and 1750. He was to have been buried in the Pine Plains
Cemetery, Dutchess County, New York (not noted in transcriptions).I am attempting to arrive at a more
plausable date of death that would encompass the birth of his 11th and 12th child in the early 1750's.
While earlier records of the SFA may have been lost, some b iographical notes remain on their
genealogical system's database. One mentions that Thomas Sheldon fought in the French and Indian War
as far north as Lake George, and another states he fought in Abercromby's Army, and died near the mouth
of the Mohawk River (where it meets the Hudson River).
While I have been researching the details of Abercrombie's leadership, au thor of 1812, The War That
Forged a Nation, Walter R. Borneman has again proven himself as a respectful author of American
History. In The French and Indian War, Deciding the Fate of North America, 2006, he summarizes well
the account of James Abercromby (sometime spelled Abercrombie in other writings).
While William Pitt successfully chose Jeffrey Amherst as the British leader over the assault on
Louisbourg, he was not so fortunate with what was ahead for Fort Ticonderoga. Chapter 8, Page 119,
Borneman begins to describe how the decision was made to arrive at Abercromby, whose orders to
command came on March 4, 1758. Even so, prior attemps to gain Colonial troops by the thousands failed,
this new campaign attracted the new level of expected thousands from the New England colonists,
including those from New York while Pitt had pledged arming as many as "...23,000 provincials." He
notes, "Great Britan's North American colonies had finally been jumpstarted into a major war effort. ”
In July of 1758, the British forged an attack on Ft. Ticonderoga, then held by the French. Some six
attempts in one day failed and while Abecrombie avoided danger by staying out of the range of battle,
approximately 2,000 of his troops lay dead on the battlefield. Another account of Abercrombie notes that,
as a result of his failures, he was returned to England in the fall of 1758.
While records of soldiers for the French & Indian War may not have been formally kept, somehow, prior
researchers were able to ascertain that he (1) fought in the French & Indian War, (2) in Abercrombie's
Army, (3) died probably serving under him and near the mouth of the Mohawk River, and (4) was buried
in the Pine Plains Cemetery, although he does not appear in transcriptions.
He is my gggggg-grandfather.He and Harriet Winters had 12 children, some serving in the Revolutionary
War (i.e. son Caleb Sheldon).I descend from their son Benjamin, and have participated in the SFA's DNA
project. We have essentially identified our Colonial Projenitor's DNA marker, John Sheldon of South
Kingstown, Rhode Island, and Thomsa is in the middle of that line.Over the past 11 years, I have met
quite a few "Thomas Cousins" realizing that his family gave way to a large tree of descendant cousins .
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