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cJTie gfieWon (family Association Quarterly

The Sheldon Family Assoc. Quarterly,
is published quarterly by The Sheldon Family
Association, Inc., (hereinafter SFA), and printed by
Copy Solutions, 5928 W. Jefferson Blvd. Fort
Wayne, IN.

As ageneral repository for SheldonFamily lineage in
the U.S.A., SFA serves as a central source of infor¬
mationand study for Sheldon lineageresearchers. By
means of this publication, members are informed of
discoveries in Sheldon lineage research, and dates
and locale of the annual meeting.

Information in this publication is obtained by re¬
search in major libraries and repositories of public
records; by correspondence with Sheldon descen¬
dants, and members and independent researchers
submission of articles.

The editor reservesthe right to edit or excerpt submit¬
ted articles to fit space requirements of each issue.
Articles should be of general interest to members.
Pieces too longfor the quarterly may be serialized or
considered by the publication sales department to

make them available to members.

ISSN:1063-956X

To Submit Articles Write:
Rose Sheldon Newton
9609 Covington Road

Fort Wayne, IN46804-6037

Subscription & 1stTime Membership:
S.F.A Genealogist listed on the front cover.

Please include your Sheldon lineage.

Renewals and Dues: Secretary
listed on the front cover.

S10270xl (W) Carlos D. Sheldon - Civil War
Michigan History Magazine July/August 1998

Try This!
HistoricalMagazines
For Your Ancestors
State, Cunty,Town..

Research by:
Mary Zur Burg
inLibrary ofMichigan

On pages 109-112 inan article
titled Houghton's Heroes By
RichardM.Rupley, one reads the
story of the men of Houghton,
Michiganwho went to war. It
tells us that Ransom Sheldon had
two sons Carlos and George who
were both in the CivilWar, gives
the worth of Ransom in the 1860
census($125,000 three times that
ofany other person inthe Upper Peninsula except his brother in law!) Tells
you that before war, Carlos had done little but bask inhis fathers name and
spend his father's money. Mentions Ransom "Shelden's"Huron Mine.
Remember to Check for variant spellings!

Carlos organized a company, which saw service with the 23rd MIInfantry. .
"Since the commencement of this war, there have been enough men enlisted
to form at least three full companies.." His brother George served in
Company D. 16th MIInfantry. Of 96 that left, only 28 returned.

The breath taking statement by Albert Hoover who used the pen name of
Hardtack which follows, and the street scene below certainly make this search
a beautiful find! The article lists other battles where men of Michigan'fought
as well as many other interesting facts. Now go look for your ancestor!

"On our marchfrom the Wilderness to Spotsylvania we haltedto rest
on the old battlefieldofChancellorville andthereIsaw the unburied
bones ofover 200 ofour brave men. They slept well; why shouldnot
the men ofthe 27th? However these reflections are saddening, thank
Godthis sacrifice oflife andlimbs is bringingthis infernalrebellion
to a close."

Throughout the summer andfall of 1861a steady stream ot volunteers leftHoughton(aboveInchun 1850) to join the army. During rnW-1862, local
rtsfdente demanded an opportunity to organize several Upper Peninsula companies.Their request (ad to the formation of compontes thst Carlos
Shelden end Sam Moody led off to war.

One of the Upper Peninsula's wealthiest men, Ransom Shelden sent
two sons to war.

S 10270 (W) Ransom Sheldon
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Big Annual Sheldon Family Reunion
October 23-26,2008
Wendy Sheldon Black - Host
Tuscany Suites & Casino, Las Vegas, NV
Phone: 702-893-8933 Please reserve early!
Say: "Iam with the Sheldon Family Reunion"
(Whenyou read on next page, that two National events are
happening the same week, you will want to be sure and have your
roomreserved.)

Schedule of Events:
Thursday, 23rd: Annual BoardMeeting and
InformalDinner: Everyone is Welcome at
both:
Friday,24th: 10 A.M.

Get Acquainted Brunch
Saturday, 25th: 6:00 P.M.

Final Banquet/ Special Program/Raffle of
Door prizes
We will have a HOSPITALITY SUITE
Sheldon Display Room that will be open
most of the day Friday and Saturday
for members who want to research their
family history, buy Sheldon Research
Publications, ask questions or readthe
display boards about your Sheldons.

WHY ARE WE HAVING REUNIONLN LAS VEGAS THIS
YEAR?

4. 2008 C-°

Tuscany Suites & Casino,
East Flamingo,Rd.Las Vegas

another Western reunion in2008 might be a great idea.

Then we hadto pick a location. Las Vegas being a world class
destination visited year roundby people from all over the world
despite its shady reputation over the years seemed to be an
attraction with possibilities. It is usually very reasonable to fly
there from almost any US location and hotels and meals are still
fairly reasonable compared to many other large US cities. Plus
quick food is reasonable all around. Add to that, there is no end
to indoor and outdoor activities available almost 24 hours a

day. Thus, it simply seemed a great
choice for a S.F.A. reunion.
Statistically, many Sheldon
descendants who live inthe East do
not attend S.F.A. reunions in the West
or OH/IN and vice versa. This year
the boardwould like to challenge you
to change that trend!

Ifyour interest and research into your
Sheldon family histoiy has only
lookedbackward intime and English
immigration to the United States or
"across the pond, " Ican understand
questioning the locationof this
reunion. My suggestion to you would
be ifyou have ever considered

spending a few days inLas Vegas, why not combine that
vacation with this year's Sheldon Family Reunion and think
about what you might learn from looking forward inyour
Sheldon family history.

Several members have asked this question and it is a valid one.
In69 years, two reunions have beenheld West of the Mississippi.
Inthe 1970's and 80's, E. Mark Sheldon had a California
Sheldon Family Association group meeting annually, and later
Ruth Sheldon Hall and Bob held several reunions for their line in
California. While many, Sheldons have migrated West over the
last 400 years, most reunions of the association were held in the
east near locations where the Colonial Sheldon records were
found. (RI, CT, VT, NY etc.) KeithM. Sheldon and later Rose
and Jim Newtonhosted several reunions inOhio. Keith, at the
locationofRev. Henry Olcott Sheldon, author of The Sheldon
Magazine, (foundation of SFA records) and Newtons at a
Sheldon founded museum site inOhio and one inFort Wayne,
Indiana site of the largest genealogy library in the US.

As the Western frontier moved from Pennsylvania and New York
to Ohio and Michigan, etc, etc our Sheldon cousins and their
descendants moved farther and farther away. A group of
Sheldons even ended up inAlaska, and Henry Sheldon the
newspaperman descendant of Godfrey went to Hawaii leaving
many descendants there. The Sheldon reunion inCody,
Wyoming, hada great turnout, therefore your boarddecided

What happenedto the generations of Sheldon descendants who
didnot remain inNew England but ventured West and South in
search ofmore land, more religious freedom, adventure, service
to their country, search for riches, warmer climates or totally
unexplored frontiers? (Jarred Sheldon of VT roots became a
friend ofGoldRush John Sutter.. California has streets and
other things named for him to mention one.) Where didall
those cousins settle, and how
were their lives shaped by
migrationpatterns in map books?

There may not be graveyards or
Sheldon historic places you
will visit and photographat this
reunion, you may not spend time lookingup vital documents
that pertainedto your Sheldon ancestors this year. Continued
nextpage..
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Annual Reunion cont. fromp 780

The upside is that you will meet great Sheldon descendants who
have never made it to an Eastern S.F.A. Reunion. Possibly learn
some Western migration history.. We would like to see lots of
Easterners mixed with lots of Westerners together in Las Vegas.
We are planning several activities to help descendants of the 4
Sheldon lines find one another at this reunion so they can share
informalion.lt would also be wonderful to see lots of Western
Sheldon descendants who have never attended reunions or may
have never heard of The Sheldon Family Association and its
records untilnow. Rose, Bruce, Suzanne, Wayne, and others
were kept VERY busy doing look ups in Cody! Several new ones
found connections andjoined!

As your reunion chairperson, Iam sending postcards to Sheldons
in the Western states who are not yet members. We are also
advertising the reunion with many genealogical societies using
the internet to get the word to as many as possible, that we are an
active and vibrant organization, well-organized and interested in
keeping membership numbers up to promote andcontinue
researching Sheldon ancestry. It is only through hard work of
past and current officers, and new volunteers to relieve those who
can no longer do these jobs, and your yearly dues that we will be
able to maintain that focus.

We will also be advertising the reunion in many newspapers in
the coming months. Ifyou are willing to submit a press
release for our non-profit group inyour hometown
paper or nearby city, please contact Wendy Sheldon
Black at iueetiughost@sheldonfaniily.org or P.O. Box

2151,Murphys,CA 95247 and Iwill send you a prepared
press release. (Also see the graphic you may use on the back
cover.) We would like to start publishing notices by April and if
some of you could help us with that one small task it would be
greatly appreciated!!

P.S. Ifyou have a non-Sheldon spouse(like me) who can only
take so much Sheldon mingling and sharing, please read the
following paragraph. This is one reunion where they will never
be bored!!

Ihave lived within 200 miles of Las Vegas most of my adult life,
my daughter was marriedand livedthere for 3 years and my
granddaughter was born there, so Ihave been to Las Vegas many
times and watched it grow and change for 40 years. Here are but
a few of many non-gambling, non showgirl activities Ihave
enjoyed over the years. Smokinghas always been something I
disliked about NV, but last year it became a non-smoking state
with the exception of casinos and bars. Remember also our hotel
has a concierge (local activities arranger) who can help you plan
tours so you won't need a car.

Notice also the same week-end that we are there for reunion,
two national events will be happening:

MlRA/AC Delco National Drag Racing
Competition and The FRYS.com Open Golf
Classic. World's largest auto collection is
at the ImperialPalace Resort and the Carroll Shelby(cars)
Museum is in Las Vegas also.
Public golf courses are available at Mandalay Bay and
BaliHai Hotels.
Fishing at Lake Mead is known for stripers and bass.
Ffishing guides are available or you can rent boats at

the marina.
The Clark Co. Heritage Museum tells the
story ofNevada's history and there is a
Historical Society office there.
1/4 mile from there is the Springs Preserve, the

original reason that Las Vegas was discovered;
underground springs that provide year around water

in the middle of a desert. It is an outdoor park with educational
exhibits.
Just outside of town is the Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort state
Historic Park.(Las Vegas was the halfway point for Mormons
traveling on foot or by wagon between Salt Lake City and
California for many years)

The Valley of Fire State Park is one hour north of
Las Vegas where you can view heiroglyphics on giant
rocks in the desert. Hoover Dam, the largest dam in
the U.S. has a beautiful visitors center and gives great
tours of the largest dam in the U.S. Tour buses will
pick you up at your hotel. Lake Mead has cruises and
rents all kinds of water craft.
The Grand Canyon West is only a few hours away.

You can take a tour bus at 7:30am, be at
the Grand Canyon by 9:30. see the famous
glass walkway and be back at your hotelby
2. P.M.
Death Valley is about a 2 hour drive from

Las Vegas. It is still very hot inDeath Valley in October.
Several great art museums including the Guggenheim
Hermitage Museum inside the Venetian Resort.
Ifyou want to see something totally unique try the Liberace
Museum or the Atomic Testing Museum.
Add to this list dozens of casinos with free outdoor volcanoes,
dancing water, attacking pirates etc and hundreds ofgreat
restaurants, shows and shopping and you will understand why
we are not planning group tours this year. There is something to
suit everyone's taste and energy level when you are not at a
S.F.A. event, scouring our resource room
for info on your Sheldon ancestors or
swapping stories with other Sheldon
cousins around the hotel pool.

Don't miss it!
Reserve today!

Don't forget!
Filmor
Digital!
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"A Side Trip to Sheldon ND"
by Dr.Glenn Sheldon
S 5004x521631 G
gsheIdonl@aol.com

Sheldon, Ransom, ND
is in the heart of the
agrarian prairies, in the
northern Red River
valley, and the town
itselfpublished a
Centennial Community
History in 1981(which
Ihave been unable to
get a copy of to date).
Descendents of Edward E. Sheldon, Railroadmagnate, (S8776)
may want to make an extra attempt to obtain a copy of that
document. Iam not, however, a descendant of one of the town's
"founding" fathers who bought the land from "postmaster Barnabas
D. Wilcox" and platted it (Source: Report ofSheldon Places, SFA
Pub No. 2). Ihave visited Sheldon once before, and it is only by
coincidence that Ishare my last name with that town. Ivisit
because a great, but largely unknown, poet grew up in the early half
of the twentieth century in Sheldon; his name is Thomas McGrath.
(This is a side trip 1always make when Iam in Grand Forks ND,
where the bulk of McGrath's literary archives reside.)

One of McGrath's most famous lines of poetry is "North Dakota is
everywhere." He wrote an epic poem over the course of his life,
titled Letter to an Imaginary Friend, which many critics have
hailed as the greatest epic poem since Walt Whitman's Leaves of
Grass. McGrath's leftist politics got him blacklisted, as well as
fired from one teachingjob, inthe 1950s, and many critics agree
that this has kept his poetry from receiving wider attention. Inthe
1980s,his work began to gain critical attention,just as his health
began to fail. McGrath died in 1990 in Minnesota.

One of McGrath's famous shorter poems is "Blues for Jimmy";
James F.McGrath, Tom's brother, died inthe Koreanwar in 1947
and is buried in Sheldon Cemetery next to his father and mother.
The Sheldon Cemetery (a small prairie cemetery with a Catholic
side and a Protestant side is prominent outside oftown along a
gravel road) contains a few other McGraths, as well as the Shea
family on Tom McGrath's mother's side. Behinda line of
evergreens marking the back of the cemetery is a briefglimpse of
the virgin grasslands that once dominated this flat landscape.

Anyway, back to Sheldon's most famous son, the "Modern
American Poetry" website contains a terrific overview of Thomas
McGrath's life,politics and poetry
(http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets/m_r/incgrath/nicgrath
.htm). Unfortunately, "Blues for Jimmy," a powerful poem, is not
available online. Thus, it isworth pickingup a copy of McGrath's
SelectedPoems.

According to City-Data.com, Sheldon ND reported 135 residents
inthe year 2000. The town feels much smaller, and it probably
suffers as many prairie towns do, from a younger generation's
flight to big cities in search of betterjobs. Fargo is less than an
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hour away and Minneapolisjust a couple of hours. It'shardto
imagine, but not so long ago, it was a bustling frontier town.

Now there is no monument to famous son Thomas McGrath, who
ended his teaching career in MoorheadMN. It is likely that he
got back to Sheldon sometimes to visit his mother and brother.
Sheldon, described as "The Queen City Ofthe Prairie" in The
Sheldon Progress, 15 December 1911
(http://bp2.blogger.com/_NCB4rlLo4wU/RgHgblTYuyI/AA
AAAAAAAJI/sx-3xbMMDVs/sl600-h/Sheldon+l.jpg) has
new signs outside of town declaring itselfjust that!
McGrath,a long-time advocate for the underdog, including
Native Americans, would have cringed at the newspaper's sub¬
heading: "The Banner Town of Ransom County—Where Peace,
Plenty and Prosperity Have Reigned Supreme Ever Since The
Red MenWere Driven Toward The Setting Sun."
Cont.. P. 793 col. 2

The farm McGrath's mother inherited is located somewhere
between Sheldon and Fingal ND. However, much of Sheldon
feels like it is lost in time (at least to a stranger). An old railroad
building (the original
Northern Pacific ...

perhaps?) still || n—
stands—rather
amazing in the face of
North Dakota's harsh
climates; there is an
updated post office and
a few other businesses,
but the bank on Front
Street looks like it has
been closed for many
years, ifnot decades. According to The Sheldon Progress, a
publication edited by former priest and Sheldon historian A.A.A.
Shmirler (Source: Email correspondence from Rose Newton
Sheldon, 26 October 2007), boasts that Sheldon (in 1911) had:
"three good general stores, four grain elevators, two banks, a
livery stable, two hardware stores, an opera house, confectionary
store, two restaurants, a barber shop, telephone exchange, grocery
store, three real estate firms, two attorneys, a drug store, a
furniture store, a harness shop, a pool hall, a meat market, a
blacksmith, one lumber yard, a doctor and one hotel" (Source:
The Sheldon Progress, 15 December 1911).
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John Sheldon
Drawing

Mr. William Pease
william.pease@verizon.n
et , this drawing on the
internet. Looks like it is
being shown ina gallery.
Jack Sheldon and Rose
Newton both responded.
Following is the text with
the drawing.

19. Drawing of a Little
Boy J. M. Crowley
(active from 1830s)
New York City and State

and Massachusetts, c. 1835 Graphite on paper, 825 x 6.5 inches 11
x9 inches framed

This charming full-length portrait shows a little boy standing beside
a house. The subject is reputed to be John Sheldon from
Fitzwilliam,New Hampshire: a companion piece, of a full-length
boy beside a fence with flowers, has a note identifyinghim as John
Sheldon. There are only approximately twenty-five known portraits
by Crowley, of which all are smaller profile examples.

Exhibition
A Loving Likeness American Folk Portraits of the Nineteenth
Century the Gallery at Bristol-Myers Squibb, Princeton, April
4-May 17. 1992.

Illustrated
A LovingLikeness: American FolkPortraits of the Nineteenth
Century. theGallery at Bristol-Myers Squibb (1992), p. 11

Provenance: ( origin or source from which something comes, and
the history of subsequent owners (also known insome fields as
chain of custody)
Walters-Benisek, Northampton. Massachusetts
Frank and Barbara Pollack. HighlandPark, Illinois
Gordon Creek and Susan and Raymond Egan. Princeton

SFA Files: (Three possibilities born in 1800's)

• S9591 (G) John Sheldon b. 1813 poss. Wilton,NH d. 10years
son of S5017 Samuel Sheldon and Phebe Keys.

• S8500 (G) (John Sheldon b. 1815 Portsmouth, NHson of
S4001 John Dwight Sheldon and Elizabeth Treadwell.

•S5801 (I) John Sheldon b. 1808 Oxford, NHmarriedmarried
ElizabethHineman. He was son of S2472 George Sheldon and
ElizabethWestover.

Note: It could be any of the above or someone else, Ihave no way
to search the databases for Town, These were searched using John
Sheldon and New Hampshire.Now...w ifany ofyou have heard
anything about a pencil drawing inyour family...let us know. Ed.

Hidden Treasure Reminder
FromBruce Robertson MyTKc

Iqueried the Texas State Treasurer's on-line listingof ÿÿÿ5ÿ
unclaimedproperty, finding more than 20 Sheldens
and more than 200 Sheldons. Amounts varied from mere pennie
to nearly a thousand dollars and represent cash or othr property
such as forgotten safe deposit box contents, or a bequest ina Last
Will and Testament. Mypoint is that these Sheldons are unawar
their valuables are beingheldby the State Treasurer. Have you
queried your State Treasurer? Note: Iqueried Unclaimed
Property Indianaand found 10 pages of Sheldons with items in
the IndianaTill. Ed.

A Side Trip to Sheldon, NDcontfromp. 792
Today, the setting sun is the powerful urban economy that
overlooks the charm and quiet of the wide prairie skies, the rich
black earth of the Dakotas that can growjust about anything, and
the long northern winters.
Two more Sheldon Places Locations:
Sheldon, Eddy ND founded 1882 pop. 135 200 census
Sheldon, Twp. Also inEddy County. Ed.

Idea!Finding cousins in
your line brings forth photos,
diaries ..See what
Jonathan Toal inherited.
Jonathan Toal is descended
from Althea through Clarissa.

jtoal@att.net
Clarissa married Brice
Shipley. She went on wagon
train from Iowato Parma
Idaho with the two daughters
below. Widowed, Althea
went along Clarissa kept trip
diary!

Etta Emma married William
Matthews and hada lot of
children. "

S 10931(W) Clarissa dtr of Althea
Agnes on R.Emma Etta on lap.

6762 (W) Althea Ann Sheldon,
Mrs. Samuel Aldrich
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