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New Resources for 
English Ancestry 

Look to the Islands 
cf?oiE. Sl'zE.fdon c::Nuvton 

Did you ever wonder how 
those early settlers came 

here? Did they simply climb 
aboard a ship and sail straight to 
our shores without stopping? Cur­
rent genealogy conferences and pe­
riodicals tell us that ancient 
records of pre-colonial islands are 
now accessible in indexed book 
form. Many records formerly 
molding away under careless cus­
todians who often denied access 
even to those who visited the is­
lands, are now open to you. 
Routes taken by ancestors may 
someday be more clearly known. 

Searching for new leads to 
English Sheldon ancestry, we look 
first to older history books, be­
cause they give more detail. Com­
panies to settle the new world 
were organized in the following 
years: East India Co 1600, 'To 
make habitation in a Plantation 
colony in Virginia at Jamestown 
1607. Bermuda opened in 1612 
when expeditions stopped on the 
way to Virginia. *'The first settle­
ment in the Bahamas was made 
in 1629 by English Puritans flee­
ing from England. Barbados, set­
tled five years after Plymouth 
[1625]. In 11 years six thousand 
people had crossed the ocean to 
these places. In fifty years the 
count rose to one hundred fifty 
thousand - more people than all 
the English colonies lived on Bar­
bados alone. By 1660 Virginia had 
four thousand slaves and four 
times that of indentured servants -

See Islands - Page 225 

-223-

England Trip Update 
cf?oiE S. c::Nw;ion 

A group of "cousins" have 
written of their interest in 

the trip to England to visit places 
of interest to the surname Shel­
don. Be sure and write soon if you 
want to be a part of this so we 
may get price quotes figured on a 
group rate. 

What has been done so far? 

1. I am in contact with Con­
necticut Heritage Tours, this is 
Donna Siemiatkoski who ad­
dressed SF A at the Windsor CT 
meeting. She plans Genealogy ori­
ented tours and is pleased that 
the Sheldons have a list of inter­
esting places they would like to 
see in England. (Sheldonian Thea­
tre, Sheldon Tapestries, Sheldon 
town, Sheldon Tea House, Shel­
don Castle, Beoley Church with 
Sheldon Tombs of Tapestry Shel­
dons. Sheldon locations in Eng­
land: Sheldon Derbyshire, 
Sheldon Warwickshire, Sheldon & 
Center Devon, to be studied for 
possible viewing, from Stephen 
Sheldon's book of "Sheldon 
Places". From these and sites sug­
gested by our members will come 
a final distillation of interesting 
things to see. 

2. A letter went to our Board 
of Directors in December. When 
they give the go ahead, we will be­
gin correspondence with those 
who write of their interest. We 
will send Donna copies of"Shel­
don Places" documentation from 
our library. She, I, and someone 
from the group as chairman will 
decide the itinerary. She writes 
that trips this year have run from 
$2350 to $2475, so we use this as 
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Progenitor Reports 
The S-3 William Line 

:JV.ith d/!1. ah_ddon 

S hlrley Rider's treatise 
about S-14 has caused 

some of our William-line mem­
bers to be concerned about their 
ancestry. For them, nothing has 
changed. (The report illuminates 
errors found in a later edition of 
The Sheldon Magazine and ex­
plains why certain notations 
added after Rev. Sheldons time 
were incorrect conclusions. RSN) 

Members of the William. line, 
as we call it, still descend from S-
13 of South Kingston (or King­
stowne), RI. The SFA has always 
called this line the ''William. line" 
to make a distinction between S-
13 John of South Kingston and S-
8 John of Providence and -­
because H.O. Sheldon in his Shel­
don Magazine listed S-13 John a 
son of S-3 William.. 

Never has there been found 
documentation or any evidence .to 

· prove that S-1.3 John was S-3 Wil­
liam's son, despite the listing in 
the Sheldon Magazine. We really 
don't know exactly when S-13 
John arrived in Rhode Island ex­
cept that it was before 1657. We 
don't know who his parents were. 
(The same can be said about the 
listings in the Sheldon Magazine 
showing S-8 John of Providence 
the son of S-2 John and S-5 Isaac 
the son of S-1 Isaac). This subject 
has been discussed many times 
over since the SF A was formed in 
1939. 

If S-14 William. and S-3 Wil­
liam. are one and the same, as 
Shlrley llider's treatise points out, 
it makes no difference to the ''Wil­
liam line" descendants. We know 
that S-13 John is not a son of S-14 
William.. 

For those who might have 
been or are confused - we hope 
this clarification will help. For 
those who have not seen Shlrley 
llider' s well documented report 
and now are curious - it is item 

Hi cousins!Thank you for 
your letters concerning de­

scendant news. Those concerning 
living descendants and deaths I 
send on to Keith for our files. I 
have only a bit of news this time. 
The following members passed 
away: 

September 111991 
S6003x6232 Elva Spiess Marshall 
of Pasadena, CA. 

April 4, 1991 S9753x322 J 
Mrs. lloyd (Mildred) Hoffman . 

You may recall that Elva was 
very active at one time and did ex­
tensive research and published 
her line. 

It was Mildred who shared 
the manuscript of Rev. H.O. Shel­
dons diaries that she inherited 
with S.F.A. through Shlrley llider 
at the Berea Ohio Sesquicenten­
nial. The manuscript inspired the_ 
c~nt project of indexing those 
diaries. 

Bruce Robertson sent a neat 
article that we will report to you 
later about news in Sheldon 
Texas. 0 

Wefcome .fJLboard 
Ronald E. Bell 

Betty Martin Cudworth 
Kel-Ann Sheldon Eyler 

Petti-Jeanne Sheldon Marshburn 
Katherine Ann Huff Meador 
Sharon A. Sheldon Nemcek 

Randall G. Shelden 
Betty Shelhamer 

Marsha Tai 
Jack P. Wolfe 

Mary Martin zurBurg 0 

cont'd from left column 
#25 on our SF A Publications Or­
der Form, titled "S-14 William 
Sheldon of Bakewell Parish, 
Co. Derby, England, Scarbor­
ough, York Co., Maine." 0 
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War Memorabilia 
Treasures 

Do you have one? 

cRo~e ahetdon .dl!eU-...f:on 

'This must be play money" 
Ruth Chitwood Sheldon thought 
as she turned the disk over in her 
hand. Found while sorting her 
mother in law's household goods 
shortly after her death in 1958. 
The gold colored disk nestled in a 
box along with old photos and 
keepsakes until I, her daughter, 
became interested in family his­
tory. Now I wear that same disk 
proudly at family reunions. This 
is the story ofthe way we docu­
mented that it is a "Green Moun­
tain Boy American ancestral 
treasure" dating from the Civil 
War. 

I had used the Company and 
Regiment identification from the 
disk to obtain military records 
from the National Archives from 
the records of S4479 Charles Gil­
be-rt-Shelden, but-when visiting 
antique stores for an assessment 
of what I called "my great grand 
fathers Civil war dog tag," each 
dealer contradicted me saying 
"sorry, but the government did 
not issue dog tags during the civil 
war!" Curious all the more, the 
search continued. One antique 
dealer said merchants in New 
England often raised a "purse" to 
be shared by enlistees who would 
answer the call for more soldiers. 
He thought the purse was for sup­
port for wives, parents, families, 
and children left at home. He 
thought possibly the merchants 
made the little disks as well, but 
could offer no documentary source 
for his data. 

This June while traveling 
around Atlanta Georgia, we went 
into a shop specializing in Civil 
War antiques. I again mentioned 
my "civil war dog tag" and the 
clerk said "of course!" "I'm famil­
iar with them." At almost the 
same moment, my husband 

See War Treasures - page 227 



Islands - cont'd 
poor whites who bound them­
selves out for a term. of years." 
West Indian Rum was considered 
a household necessity in some set­
tlements, banned in others. 
There was a lot of politics, travel, 
trade, and religion involved. 

Since *"Almost every sailing 
between England and America 
took the southern route and 
called at the port in Barbados," [* 
History of United States by Emer­
son David Fite, Ph. D., Holt and 
Co., NY 1916 p. 59] it seems a 
good idea to look into newly avail­
able records of the group of is­
lands called 'The Sommer 
Islands". Berm.uda, Barbados, Ja­
maica, Bahamas, St. Kitts, St. 
Christopher, Nevis, Montserrat, 
Antigua and St. Vincent to name 
a few. 

Using a list of available re­
cords for Berm.uda, Barbados, and 
Bahamas found in The Library 
by Johni Cerny and Wendy Elliott 
and another list in the Syllabus 
to the All American Confer­
ence ofF.G.S. Fort Wayne IN, 
August 1991, I went to town to 
see how many references from the 
lists were available here. 

As you might suppose, we 
have many of the recommended 
sources in the Allen County Pub­
lic Library in Fort Wayne. One 
avenue I have been pursuing is to 
check as many Genealogies as I 
see for family surnames of people 
who intermarried with Sheldons'. 
One just might discover that a 
Sheldon daughter recorded infor­
mation previously unknown to us, 
in her husband's genealogy. In 
one such reference we read: 

"We left Dartmouth on Fri­
day, May 1, 1635 and arrived in 
New England June 24, 1635 going 
first to Hingha:ril and then to 
Providence, where we arrived 
April 20, 1636," said a memoran­
dum found among old papers of 
the Arnold Family. Quoted from 
History and Genealogy of the 
Carpenter Family Providence 
Rhode Island by William Car-

penter. He said "the memoran­
dum was from the files of Gover­
nor Benedict Arnold, and 
establishes the time of departure 
and arrival of himself and his fa­
thers family. Further that there is 
only 'tradition' to support the the­
ory that with them came William 
Carpenter and his wife, but that 
the Carpenters and Arnolds were 
at Providence at the same early 
date is a matter of record and can­
not be gainsaid." This is the Wil­
liam Carpenter that in the deed 
found in the town records of Paw­
tuxet he "freely gave and made 
over unto his sister Fridgewith 
Vincent his dwelling place and 
land in England in the town of 
Amesbury in Wiltshire on the 
street called Ffrogg lane." [old 
spelling] He had inherited the 
home and gave it to his sister who 
resided yet in England. This sis­
ter was Fridgewith Carpenter Vin­
cent, known to us as Mrs. Thomas 
Vincent mother of Joan Vincent 
who married S8 John Sheldon. 
And of course you already know 
William Carpenter was one of the 
founding fathers of the First Bap­
tist Church in America and re­
sided on Providence neck along 
with others such as Benedict Ar­
nold, Roger Williams,. and John 
Warner.toname afew. Remem­
ber those maps drawn and circu­
lated by Hortense? 

My goal for three research 
trips to the library was accompa­
nied by a list of surname families 
that had married into the early 
Sheldon fainily. I intended to 
check the indexes of available Is­
land record books first for Shel­
dons and next the spouse 
families. It seemed to me that 
since we print and sell progenitor 
reports to our members, that we 
should "keep an eye" on records 
coming into print that they could 
be included should new discover­
ies be made. I secretly hoped to 
find Ralph and Barbara Sheldon 
as a nice surprise for S5 Isaac 
fans. 

Although I did not find Ralph, 
the possibilities are interesting! 
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We need you to read this story 
and take it from here. You then 
will report back to Keith your ge­
nealogical committee chairm.an. 
Meanwhile we can pursue finish­
ing the computerization project ... 
That is the purpose of this article. 
I will list only Surnames I found 
in island records that I know are 
connected to Sheldon people by 
marriage among early settlers. 
You are going to get excited read­
ing the following! I know it! 
Listed first will be a name, then a 
document. 

Barbados Wills and Ad­
ministrations 1639-1680 by 
Joanne McRee Sanders. Edward 
Tryon, a will. William Carpenter, 
estate sold & returned to Eng­
land, estates in Ireland, Monser­
ratt & Antigua. Mother [was] 
Jane Carpenter. [Note: There. 
were several William Carpenters 
in American history, this one and 
the one who came Ol;l the ship 
Bevis 1638. The one with S8 
John connection settled Provi­
dence, RI.] Witnesses to will of 
Charles Cleaver Gentleman was 
William Goodall and Jane Goodall 
1663. Witness to Will of Henry 
Cleaver merchant: Nicholas Shel­
don age 24, Sarah Carpenter. Ex­
ecutrix to will of Henry Cleaver 
Gent. Francis FrOst. Witness to 
same, Christopher Bull. [Remem­
ber Sheldon Church NC history in­
volves Shelton, Bull and Sheldon 
surnames. Remember Suisun CA 
Sheldons trace also to Bull falnily 
on the spouse side.] 

Caribbeana, a 6 Volume re­
cently published work by Vere 
Langford Oliver, contains indexed 
vital records of the islands. The 
following surnames have informa­
tion references some I followed, 
others could be read if a Sheldon 
connection surfaces. There is data 
for the following surnames: 

Caribbeana Vol. I Carpen­
ter, Scarlett, Wooiford, Chilton, 
Ely, Frost, Goodall, Goodale, 
Goodhall, Goodwell, Gunne, Hill, 
Hunt, Ludlow, Mason, Pratt, 
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Islands - cont'd 
Rhoades, Robards, Strong, Thomp­
son Tilney, Vincent, Angell, Ar­
nold, [yes Benedict] Bridgemen, 
Walker, Strong, Edwards, 
Warner, Walcott, Felton, Hillyer, 
Horsford, Hosmer, Whiting, 
Wright. 

Vol. 2 Arnold, Bridgeman, 
Bridges, Bridgewater, Carpenter, 
CarT, Edwards, Ely, Frost, Fyler, 
Gunn, Hill, Hunt, Mann, Mason, 
Pratt, Scarlett, Thompson, Vin­
cent Whiting, Shewlton, Goodall, 
Shakespeare, Roberts. 

Vol. 3. Arnold, Hill. 

Vol. 4. Sheldon, llichard 
Cure, is on a list of wills recorded 
in Barbados down to 1800. On 
same page - Benjamin Southwell 
d. 1775. 

Vol. 5. Carpenter, Clapp, 
Frost, Hill, Pearde, Potter, Scar­
lett, Shattuck, Strong, Vincent, 
and Warner. 

Remember: In early Saco ME 
was a Peter Hill. A first settler of 
Billerica was one Ralph Hill. 
Abraha.In Hill of Charleston 1640 
had a son Isaac. There were Hills 
in Barbados. 

Register of St. Thomas & 
St. Kitts: No Sheldon or Shelton. 

Caribbeana Miscellaneous 
papers, the only volume not in­
dexed. 

Monumental Inscriptions 
of British W. Indies: Woodford, 
Sir Ralph Baronet Gov. of Trini­
dad founder of the colony. 
Sheldrack, Martha. 

One cannot say at this point if 
this information will be a help to 
our English Sheldon lineage re­
search. However, in those listings 
Governor Benedict Arnold was 
mentioned in several of the in­
dexes. He was there, did business 
there. While the quote from his 
miscellaneous papers given at the 
beginning of this article is prob­
ably correct for that particular 
trip, it may be that he made ear­
lier trips and was likely found in 
other places other times. 

The names above seem truly 
like they were lifted from the 
front pages of The Sheldon Maga­
zine do they not? The final sifting 
will come when Sheldon genealo­
gists who have roots in the above 
Sheldon Spouse surnames trace 
the parentage of those early Shel­
don spouses, to see where their an­
cestors trails lead. That is why 
the job is too large for the Geneal­
ogy committee at the moment, al­
though there are promising leads. 
Each of us must start from our 
last known ancestor and prove 
backward generation by genera­
tion. People always travel in 
groups and it is a wise genealogist 
who traces "family cluster 
groups." L:>ok for a common rea­
son for group migrations and read 
historic accounts of it for leads for 
your research. L:>u Pero addresses 
this approach in his article "Look 
at the Neighbors" p. 7 Nov. Dec 
1991 issue of Heritage Quest 
Magazine. He said "you do not 
want to do all of their family gene­
alogy, ... you just want to latch 
onto_ their coattails, ... to get alt-ee 
ride to more information on your 
own family." Why not get involved 
in research again? Especially if 
any of these Surnames "ring a 
bell" on your ancestral line? New 
"old" records are indexed and pub­
lished every day and within your 
reach! 

As I write this, we have re­
turned from an inspection cruise 
on the Monarch of the Seas where 
we visited Barbados and a few of 
the above islands. Should you 
make any discoveries that need 
further on-site follow-up please 
write soon. Since we took the 
"tours," we planned for this group, 
when we go back in February I 
will be free to dash off to a library 
or archive for a few hours. For 
now ... I must go back to entering 
Sheldon cards into the program. 
Since Mark visited this fall and 
gave me more lessons, I am eager 
to catch up with Keith, L:>u, and 
Wayne! 0 
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England cont'd 
a ballpark figure. As you know fi­
nal expense will depend upon 
mileage, airfare, hotels, sites cho­
sen, charter bus, guide service 
and the economy. Remember: 
Commitment does not happen un­
til you begin to put your money 
down, so if you are interested, 
please write today and add your 
name to the list for further pro­
gress bulletins. 

3. We will try to plan the trip 
so that those who attend will be 
able to get their pictures ready 
and can be the "Program" for the 
1993 meeting. 

Following are the names of 
those who have written they are 
interested in the trip: 

S3952x743 Patricia Sheldon 
Trembley 

S9499x12 Shirley B. Martin & 
daughters 

S9754x521 Peggy O'Neil 
S4298x53 Donald W. Sheldon 

&Pat 
S7579x4132 Don & Judy 

_ _ _ Sheldon 
S4479x851 Rose & Jim Newton 

S5251x71 A. Keith & Joyce 
Sheldon 

S9295x621 Robert & Ruth 
Sheldon Hall 

S4727x514 Wayne Nelson 
said at Oswego that he wants to 
go as well. Since S9494x32 Frank 
& Mary Ellen Buell suggested 
this they will probably go and 
may have some great ideas as 
well! That makes 15. We would 
like to fill a 45 passenger bus. 
You get a better price all around 
when you travel in a group. After 
a certain time limit we will prob­
ably open the tour to those who 
are not Sheldon Association mem­
bers to fill out the amount, so 
don't be left out! 

A. Keith Sheldon of Florida 
was so interested he sent a lovely 
bunch of photos and places to see. 
Keith was the one who photo­
graphed early Sheldon locations 
in Providence RI for Hortense. 0 



War Treasures - cont'd 
picked up a copy of a back issue of 
"North South Trader's Civil War 
Magazine Vol. XV No.6 Sept- Oct 
1988. It seemed to fall open to 
page 22 and the article "A Green 
Mountain German". There was a 
photo of a disk identical to mine! 
The featured soldier was from Ver­
mont as was my ancestor. The in­
scription on his medal was" J. F. 
Cook Co. I. 3rd Reg. Vt. Vol. Sax­
ony Ger." I quote the following 
from the article by Wendell W. 
Lang, Jr.: 

"Government-issue personal 
identification disks were still a 
thing of the future for the Civil 
War soldier. They were, however, 
available through private pur­
chase from a unit's sutler. These 
brass and pewter "patriotic disks," 
as they were known, were minted 
just like coins. Made in several de­
signs and at various levels of qual­
ity, the Civil War-era 
identification disk saw wide accep­
tance among the soldiers of the 
East and, to a lesser extent, the 
soldiers of the West as well. 
There are several war-dated let­
ters that make mention of the 
writer purchasing these patriotic 
disks, most of which were sold 
two for a quarter. It seems that 
soldiers frequently sent one of the 
disks home to a family member or 
a friend as token of remembrance. 

The disk presented here is 
one of the most commonly recov­
ered styles. Unplated, as some 
were, and minted of brass, this 
disk was manufactured with the 
reverse left blank. (Notice the 
eagle side is raised and the oppo­
site side is engraved ed.) When a 
disk was purchased, the regimen­
tal sutler stamped the purchaser's 
name, unit and hometown on the 
back." 

My disk inscription reads "C. 
G. Sheldon Co. E. 5th Reg Vt. Vol. 
Manchester". C. G. Sheldon's mili­
tary file from the National Ar­
chives reveals many family 
details in a letter of August 3, 
1864 to his Surgeon in Annapolis 

hospital. It tells of his illness and 
journey to the hospital. He was 
then sent to Williamsburg and on 
to Richmond to Camp Giffin 
where Gen. Me Millen was in 
charge. Giffin was raided and 
only 7 survived. Sheldon became 
ill (with swamp fever after the 
Battle of Savages Station) and 
could not keep up with the others. 
He finally caught a ride to the hos­
pital by paying a man a gold dol­
lar to carry him secretly under 
the load of hay in his wagon. At 
that time Sheldon weighed only 
94 lbs. and his knapsack weighed 
43 lbs. He was taken to Harri­
son's Landing and then to Annapo­
lis where the surgeon gave him 
up. Dr. Wheeler would not give up 
and pulled him through. He was 
sent next to Baltimore Camden 
St. Hospital to recuperate and 
worked in the Hospital as Assis­
tant Ward Master in the 2nd 
Ward until his discharge on Sep­
tember 24, 1864. His life story by 
grand daughter S44 79x21 Pearl 
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Bancroft Pettit tells of his enlist­
ment in 1861 at Manchester Ver­
mont, his training at St. Albans 
Vt and that he was Regiment Cap­
tain of Company C. His company 
was sent to Ft. Monroe where he 
saw the Monitor ship in the 
water. He said the Monitor had 
two guns that would shoot 7 miles 
and the Merrimac had 7 guns and 
could also shoot 7 Miles. After his 
discharge he remained in Wash­
ington D.C. working for the Gov­
ernment for $20.00 a month as a 
carpenter. There he helped build 
a building at the corner of 22nd 
and J. Street for the accommoda­
tion of government clerks. During 
his time there he was a carpenter. 
It was during the time that Presi­
dent Abraham Lincoln was killed 
and he walked through the view­
ing line at the White House. 

During a week end away from 
the hospital he went home to Bal­
timore with a friend named David­
son and met his friend's sister 
Sarah Margaret Davidson, who 
later became his wife. They lived 
in Laurel, Maryland until 1876 
when they established a farm in 
Madison Co. Iowa (probably on 
bounty land) outside Winterset. 

This summer mother asked 
me to check the pile of items 
again and in so doing I made an­
other startling discovery! It is the 
kit knife/spoon utensil of this sol­
dier as well. Upon first examina­
tion it looks like an ordinary old 
pocket knife with a spoon that 
folds across the handle. It was 
similar to my dad's boy scout 
knife only older. A little tongue oil 
and brass polish however, re­
vealed the following inscription on 
the two tined fork: "Army knife 
Union." Wendell Lang who wrote 
the dog tag article tells me • "it is 
a fairly common item that was 
also purchased from the unit sut­
lers that has been recovered in 
some quanity from battlefields 
and camp sites of the War." 

When I look at the etching 
from the drawing of the battle of 

See War Treasures - page 228 



A Sheldon Biographical Sketch from Sliirfey s. ~tkr 

S-0934 Dr. Daniel Sheldon, son of S-322 Daniel and Lucretia 
(Cross) Sheldon settled in Litchfield, CT following his graduation from 
Yale University. Of him Dr. E. Mansfield wrote: "When he had just 
graduated from a medical college, he had an attack on his lungs, and 
was supposed to be fast going into consumption, and was saved by what 
may be called heroic treatment. He went to Litchfield to practice medi­
cine, which involved much riding on horseback, and he began taking 
opium, until he took incredible quantities. Nevertheless it cured him; 
and he recovered from the habit of taking opium as resolutely and 
bravely as he had began it. He survived all danger of early death, and 
lived to be eighty four years of age, quietly and peacefully declining, un­
til he passed from this life as gently as the setting star. One of his sons 
(S-2807 Daniel) was Secretary of Legation in France, and another 
(S2810 Frederick) was a very successful merchant in New York. I was 
indebted to him for a comforting assurance, when we students were 
charged with being uncommonly "fast." There were wealthy families 
and many of them from the South. Of course, there must be some 
amusement, and often the midnight air resounded with the songs of 
midnight rioters, and sometimes stories were circulated to the students' 
disadvantage. Mter hearing some remarks on the "fast" students, I met 
Dr. Sheldon walking, and said to him: 

"Doctors, they say we are the worst students ever were in Utchfield! "Pooh, Pooh! 
said the doctor, they are not half so bad as they were in my day." So I was comforted 
with the idea that we were not casting shame on our venerable, Puritan ancestors. 
Be this as it may, I greatly enjoyed those evening sleigh rides, and those country 
suppers, when we would ride off to Goshen, or Harwinton, or other villages, and order 
our turkey and oysters, served up with picKles and cake. But the grand occasions 
were something beyond this, when we got sleighs and fine horses and buffalo robes, 
and foot-stoves, and invited the belles of Litchfield, who never hesitated to go, and 
set off to the distant village to have a supper and dance. I seldom danced, and some 
of the girls did not, but there were always some who did, and we had jolly times." 
Caroline Chester, another student in Litchfield, who boarded at Dr. 

Sheldon's house recorded another instance in the social lives of these 
"fast" students, this time a large party at the Wolcott home: 

"When the clock struck nine, the girl was carrying around the wine, and I too well knew 
If I was not home, the family would be displeased. I spoke to the lady who sat next 
to me and said I must go, and she said it would be extremely improper in her opinion 
for me who was the youngest in the room to go first, because if I went, all would go. 
At about half past nine Miss Burr rose to go, and all the company followed her example. 
It was very cold and as I crossed the green, the wind blew and I thought, what can be 
keener? But I found when I reached home that a keener blast awaited me, a blast 
which will never, no never be erased from my memory. I opened the door with a 
trembling hand, no one was in the room, but soon Dr. came. My heart throbbed 
violently, and he said 'Why are you home at this late hour?" I told my excuse, he 
interrupted me saying that it was but a poor excuse .. He concluded by saying that if 
I ever staid out again he certainly would lock the door if it was after nine ... and thus 
did I pay for my whistle." 

Dr. Daniel Sheldon, who was so strict with Caroline Chester, was 
by no means an exception. This was the standard for their time. He was 
universally beloved as Good old Doctor Sheldon. "Dear old Dr. Sheldon," 
wrote Henry Ward Beecher in Litchfield Revisited, 1856, 'We began to 
get well as soon as he came into the house, or if the evil spirit delayed a 
little, "cream o'tarter" with hot water poured upon it and sweetened, fin­
ished the work. He had learned long before the days of homeopathy , 
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that a doctor's chief business is to 
keep parents from giving their 
children medicine." Dr. Sheldon's 
daughters, Charlotte and Lucy, 
kept diaries which are at the Li­
tchfield Historical Society. SFA 
will do its best to bring you some 
excerpts from Charlotte's diary 
which is especially important for 
its early date, 1796. 0 

See Next Page for Chart! 

From: White, Alain C. 
History of the Town of Litchfield, 
CT 1720-1920. 
Pub. at Litchfield, CT, 1920. 

War Treasures - cont'd 
Savages Station and see so many 
injured and sick soldiers left to 
wait for hospital wagons, I touch 
again great grandfather Sheldon's 
disk and wonder ... "which one of 
the suffering men in the picture 
could be you? 

C. G. Sheldon's tombstone in 
Iowa is almost a duplicate of his 
father's near Hildene in Manches­
ter, Vermont. Charles did not for­
get Vermont and "home." A 
statement about him in the Beers 
History of Madison County Iowa 
brings a chuckle. It states " he 
marched every year with the 
G.A.R. and he used to be a Meth­
odist, but now he is a Prohibition­
ist since he feels this is the most 
important issue before our coun­
try at this time." He was my 
"green mountain boy" ancestor! 

In an effort to give further 
source reference documentation 
on the dog tag and knife, I spent 
many hours in the library. I could 
find no further documentation. 
My letter from Wendel Lang* 
dated 23 November 1991 explains 
why I found nothing: "I am sorry 
to say but as of yet, no one has 
written much of anything concern­
ing these identification discs 
which by the way, were manufac­
tured in at least thirty-five differ­
ent styles." 0 



J 

8-5 ISAAC SHELDON 

AlCZS'11tt a •i!&i ar <W 
8-934 Ill. JlAllfiiL SIIR[JD 
LITaiP'IJU), U»>IU!C'rlCUT 

b. ca. 1629 Ashford, co.Derby,Eng. 
d. 29 Aug. 1708 Northampton,MA 

[ 

m. (1) 1653 .MARY WOODFORD,dau. of 
Thomas & Mary (Blott)Woodford 

She died 17 Apr. 1784. 

S-34 ISAAClSHELDON 
(1656-1712) 
m. Sarah Warner 
Res.Northampton,MA 

I 
S-101 DEA. ISAAC SHELDON 
(1686- ) 
m. (1)ELIZABEI'H PRATT 

(2)THEODOSIA HUNT 
Res.Stonington & Hartford,CT 

S-322 DANIEL SHELDON 
(1726-1769) 

(2) HAW)ND 
[ m.(l) LUCREI"IA CROSS 

S-934 DR. 
b. 

I 
DANIEL SHELDON 
1750 
18 

Dr. Dani•l Sbddo.tl 

CHARLCY1'TE JUDSON 
d • 

.-------m. (1) 
(2) HULDA STONE-----~ 

I 
S-2807 DANIEL 
(1778-1828) 
SECRETARY OF 
LEXJATION 
PARIS,FRANCE 

S-2 09 FREDERICK 
(1785- ) 
m.Mary Sebor 
Merchant in NYC 

I 
S-2808 CH.ARLOTTE 
(1780-1840) 
"a sprightly lass" 
Her diary is at the 
Litchfield Historical 

Society 

S-2810 LUCY S-28 1 1 HENRY 
(1788- ) (1790- ) 
m.Theron Beach 
Litchfield,CT 
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Res.NYC 

S-28 2 WILLIAM 
(1802-1826) 
died run Paris 



1991 Sheldon Family Association Meeting -Oswego, New York 

Photo 1 - Sheldon Descendants At 1991 Meeting 

Photo 3- S0013 John Descendants "William Line" . 

Photo 4- S00051saac Descendants 
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Photo 2 - SOOOS John of 
Providence Descendants 

Oswego Meeting Photos 
Available 

cf?o~<- .S. c::/\fE~.f.on 
Photos taken by the photog­

rapher at the Oswego meeting 
arrived in Fort Wayne in No­
vember. If you would like to or­
der any of these 8x10 pictures, 
you may do so for $6.00 each, 
plus .50 postage. (50 cents cov­
ers postage for one if you order 
all four send .75 postage.) 

I will save the orders until 
February 20 and make one or­
der to the photographer. Order 
from: Rose Newton 

4409 Bridgetown Run 

Ft. Wayne, IN 46808-4808. 

1. Sheldon Descendants at-
tending the meeting. No 
spouses just descendants. 

2. S0008 John of Providence 
Descendants. 

3. S0013 John of South King­
stown Descendants that we 
call the ''William" line. 

4. S0005 Isaac Descendants. 
Editor's Note: The above 

photos have been cropped to fit 
on this page. Originals are B 
& W 8"x10" glossy prints. 0 



Every Name Index -1991 SFA Quarterly 
The name of every person mentioned within the covers of the newsletter during 1991 

Agassiz 
Louis 

Allen 
Elizabeth 

Ailing 
James Carey 

Arbogast 
Grace 

Baker 
Abigail 

Barker 
C.Austin 

Bartlett 
J. Gardner 

Beebe 
Donald .. 
Margaret Wilson 

Birdsall 
Nathan 

Bishop 
Lucio us 
Lucius . 

Bravarman 
Asenath 

Bull 
Indian Chief 

Bush 
George Walker 

Cheney 
Ellen 
William 

Clark 
Benjamin · 
John Desc. of 

Cooley 
Ora .. 

Craddock 
Louise 

Crandall 
Charity 

Crawford 
Michael J. Dr. 

Doane 
Gilbert H. 

Dodge 
Irene 
Irene E. 

Dwight 
Mary 

Dyer 
Coleman 
David .. 
Elizabeth 
LeRoy Sheldon 
Louise Sheldon 
Sallie 
White 

Eastman 
Lois . 

Edwards 
Jonathan Rev. 

A 

8 

c 

D 

E 

.216 

.210 

.217 

.186 

.189 

. 200 

.196 

.211 

.209 

.210 

.211 

.210 

.211 

.216 

.200 

.187 

.186 

. 196 

.196 

.189 

. 218 

. 211 

.214 

.211 

.189 

. 218 

.196 

.195 

.195 

. 195 

.195 

.195 

.195 

.195 

.197 

.213 

Fairfield 
Janet 
William 

Finch 
Mary 

Gaylord 
Frances . 
Ruth .. 

Gilman 
Jacqueline 

Gifford 
Mary .... 

Gilbert 

F 

G 

Martha Barber Soule 
Greeley 

General 
Gunn 

Carol 
Gutermuth 

Clara S. 

Hall 
Abiah 

Hanchet 
David 

Hanchett 
John 

Hansen 
Alexander Lee 
Kirk .. 

Harney 
Lucille 

Harris 
Ruth .. 

Harrison 
John Edward 
Chelsea Rose 

Henchley 
Levi ..... . 

Hine 
MarieS . 
Marie Sheldon 

Hinsdale 
Mary .... . 
Samuel ... . 

Hoagland 

H 

Lloyd Walter Clark . . 
Hogan 

AI ....... . . . 
Rosemary Golden 

Hopkins 
Clarissa . 
Jerusha 

Howe 
Lewis . 

Hunt 
Charlotte Ailing 

Hutchins 
Martha Sheldon 

Inman 

189 
189 

194 . 

216 
200 

217 

211 

211 

216 

220 

218 . 

196 

187 

187 

200 
200 

218 

200 

215 
215 

211 

218 
197 

187 
187 

196 

215 
. 213, 218 

197 
197 

220 

216 

218 . 

Edward Ray .... .... . 217 . 
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Johnson 
Humphery 
Mehitable 

Judd 
David 

Keller 
Frances S. 
Lisa Ann 

Kirkwood 
Nona .. 

Kissling 
Rita ... 

Esther Lorianane 
Knight 

Dorothy Sheldon 
Dorothy 

Knowles 
Jeanne 
Jeanne 

Kraft 
Barbara Sheldon 

Laughton 

J 

K 

L 

187 
187 

211 

200 
200 

195 

215 
215 

216 
220 

218 
214 

215 

Elizabeth (Sheldon) . . . . . . . . 211 

Mackey 
Irene 

MacLeod 
Sheldon Sackett 

Mallard 

M 

Christopher Jordon 
Martin 

Shirley Bemis . . 
Mattis 

Nancy 
McClary 

Mary 
Mcintosh 

Maria 
McKee 

Fanny 
McKengie 

Sherman 
Miller 

Richard 
Morse 

Nona Belle 

Nelson 
Wayne E. 

Nesbitt 
Rosemary 

Newton 
RoseS .. 
Rose Sheldon 

Noble 
John 

North 
Hannah 

N 

0 

.194, 214 

.214,218 

200 

218 

215 

197 

210 

197 

211 

210 

195 

218 

219 

. 209, 215, 220 
.196, 218 

212 

211 

Osborn 
Nancy ....... 218 

Continued Next Page 



Phelon 
Marge S. 
Marge Sheldon 

Post 
Jonathan 

Quaker 

p 

Q 

. .218 
.196 

.211 

Jonathan Sheldon the Fighting . . . 194 

Record 
Cleone Sheldon 

Rider 
Shirley S ..... 
Shirley Sheldon . 

Ridlon 
Soule Genealogy 

Rivenburg 
Gary 

Roberts 
Frances C. 

Roe 
Lucile .. 

Rood in 
Paul Dr. 

Sani 
Jeff 
Lisa Amy 

Sawtell 
Mary .... 

Shaw 
Quincy Mrs. 

Shelden 

R 

s 

Lucinda D. 
Marshall McKusick 
Raymond B. 
Richard . 

Sheldon 

.... 218 

. 213,218 
.196 

.210 

.219 

.196 

.214 

.... . 218 

.. 200 
.200 

.211 

.216. 

194-195 
.195 

. .195 
.189 

Alba . . .215 
Anna . . .220 
Anna Bradford . 216 
Anne . . . . . . .211 
Caleb . . . . . . . .217 
Charles Stiles . . 216 
Christine . 211 
Cindy Lu . 200 
Daniel . . . 189 · 
DavidW. .215 
Deborah . 187 
Donald C. .218 
E. Clyde . 189 
E. Mark . . . . . . .218 
Edgar . . . . . . . .197 
Edward Austin Dr. ......... 198 

Edward Austin S4760 . 216, 218 
Edward Austin papers 195 
Edward Austin pub. 196 
Elvira Cordelia . . . . 220 
Euka . . . . . . . . . . 215 
Frances Elizabeth . . . . . 216 
Friend . . . . . . . . 210 
Garrett Ward 214 
George . . . 211 
George E. 194 
Gilty . . 211 
Godfrey . . . . . . . 218 
Godfrey res. paper 196 
Grace E. . . . 211 
Harilyn Goden 215 
Harriet . 197, 211 
Henry Dr. 197 
Henry M. 200 
Isaac D. 197 
Jarred 218 
John . . . . 197 
John T . . . . . 194 
John Taylor . . . 214 
Jonathan . . . . . . . . . 194 
Joseph Increase .. ... .... 197 
Judy ... ..... .. ..... 219 
Julius .. ......... .. .. 197 
Keith M. 189, 214-215,217-218 
Laura Austin 217 
Letter 1834 the 197 
Lettie . . . . . . . . . . . . 189 
Levi . . . . . . . 189 
Louisa . . . . . .. 195 
Mark . . .. .. . ..... . . . 197 
Mary . . . . . . 197 
Mary Downing 217 
McConly 211 
Otis . . 211 
Patricia 215 
Platt . . . . . . . 211 
Sarah . . . . . . . . 194 
Simeon . . . . . . . 197 
Soule Mayflower lineage 209 
Thomas 187 
Thomas Capt. 197 
Thomas Luther 197 
Timothy . . . . 211 
True . 195, 200 
Vera . . . . . 195, 200 
Vernon Dale 215 
Vicky Dale 200 
Walter . . . 211 
Willard A. . . . . . . . . . . . 218 
William Wadsworth . . . . . . 218 
Wolfe 211 

Silvernail 
Maria 
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210 

Annie . . 210 
Simmons 

H.N. farm 210 
Smith 

Mary . . 187 
Soule 

Content 209 
George 210 
John 209 
Joseph . . 211 
Martha Barber Gilbert 211 
Timothy . . . . . 21 0 

Sproles 
Phebe Carpenter 217 
Stanford 
Leland Jr. Univ. 217 

Stiles 
Frances Ann Bradford 217 

Sutter 
John 218 

T 
Taylor 

Mary 194 
Thomas 

Milton 210 
Tibbets 

Avis 210 
Tibbetts 

Avis 209 
Turman 

~ry ~ 

v 
Vowers 

Henry ....... 209 

w 
Walton 

Kathy 195 
Muriel 189 

Ward 
Kent 196 

Waters 
Sarah . . . 189 

Weber 
Stephen Dr. 218 
Susan Dr. 219 

Wellman 
Judith Dr. 218 
Judy Dr. . . 198 

Willey 
Edith Shull 216 

Winters 
Harriet . . 189 



SFA PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 

1. The Sheldon Magazine •••••••••••••••••••••• $4.00 per Volu~e 

2. Sheldon Places ••............................. (Out of Print) 

3. SUrvey of Sheldon Places and Towns in England ......... $5.00 

4. Historical Sketch of the Sheldon Family .............. $2.00 

5. S#5 Isaac Sheldon of Windsor, cr ...................... $2.00 

6. The Fa•ily of Tholl8s lloodford ..•...................... $2.00 

7. The Family of Robert Blott •.................•......... $2.00 

8. The Will of S5 Isaac Sheldon •......................... $3.50 

9. The Will of S46 Jonathan Sheldon ••••••••.•..••..•..•.• $3.50 

10. John Sheldon and the Old Indian Homestead ••••••••••••• $3.00 

11. The Story of R~rance Sheldon S113 ................. $2.00 

12. Pertaining to S35 John Sheldon ........••....•..•...... $2.00 

13. "Jonathan Sheldon the Fighting Quaker." .......•...... $2.00 

14a. The (Sheldon) Ship "Hanover" of Providence RI. ....... $2.00 

14b. An 8" x 10" Color Reproduction of Ship "Hanover" ..... $5.00 

15. The Last Karch of the Army of Robert E. Lee ........... $3.00 

16. Sheldons in the Salem Witch Trials .................... $3.00 

17. Stories of Early Days of ••. Aurora, OHIO .••••••••.• $2.00 

18. Historic Memories of the Past ...•••.•••..••••...•..•.. $2.00 

' 19. Charles and Lydia (Taft) Sheldon, A Colonial Couple ... $2.00 

20. S-1047 Ephraim Sheldon, _Soldier of the Revolution .•... $3.00 

21. Sheldon Family Assoc. A 50 Year History 1939- 1989 ... $7.00 
Postage ..••.. $1.50 

22. Sheldons, met by H.O. Sheldon in his travels .......... $3.00 

23. S-4 Godfrey Sheldon, of Bakewell Parish, etc ......... $4.00 

24. S-4760 Edward Austin Sheldon, etc ...........•......... $3.00 

25. s-14 William Sheldon of Bakewell Parish, Co., etc ...• $4.00 

26. S-5 Isaac Sheldon of Windsor, Hartford Co., etc ....... $4.00 

27. Daniel Sheldon of Woolwich, co. Kent, England, etc •.. $2.00 

28. Richard Sheldon, Gentleman, of Honyash, Derbyshire .•• $2.00 

29. Family Charts: 
A. The Family of S-4 Godfrey Sheldon ................. $1.00 
B. The Family of S-5 Isaac Sheldon ................••. $1.00 
C. The Family of S-8 John Sheldon .................... $1.00 
D. The Family of s-13 John Sheldon ......•............ $1.00 
E. The Family of S-14 William Sheldon •..••••••..•••.. $1.00 
F. No.4 Hugh Sheldon of Monyash ..................... $1.00 
G. No.5 John Sheldon of Monyash ....•......•..••..••• $1.00 

TOTAL 

Quantity Total 
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Kake Checks 
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Sheldon Fa•i ly 
Association, Inc. 
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wayne E. Nelson 
3628 N. Fremont 
Chicago, IL 60613 
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SheldonFamily Association 
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1992 Highlights 

SF A Annual Meeting 
July 31, August 1 & 2 
See Pages 238-240 inc. 

SF A Considered for a 
TV Documentary 

SeePage236 

National Genealogical 
Society 

Conference In The States 
April 29th to May 2st 

Jacksonville, FL 

Register Early 
for the 

Annual Meeting 

---

April 1992 

English Trip Update 
d?a1>E ~1Adon c::NwJton 

'~:'allowing is the list of names 
.I, who have written "I am in­

terested" in the trip to England 
with S.F.A. It is not too late to 
throw your hat in the ring and 
ask to have your name added to 
these who will begin to receive 
mailings from our Trip director 
who in January visited Sheldon lo­
cations on our behalf. Soon we 
will begin to make a list of sites to 
be included. Before she left our 
shores, she received a fat note­
book from SF A of many possible 
locations where Sheldons were 
known to have lived. 

Don and Judy Sheldon 
S4374x112 (I); Marie Hine & 
Clara Gutermuth S4812x1321 & 
x1322 (I); Loraine Sheldon 
Kissling 4668x131 (I) and Joan 
Kissling Calkin; Ruth Sheld6"n 
Hall S7295x621 (I) and Robert P. 
Hall,; Mr. & Mrs. A. Keith Shel­
don S5251x71 (J); Don W. 
S4298x53 (I) and Pat Sheldon; 
Peggy O'Neil S9754x521 (J); Pat 
Sheldon Trembley S3952x7 43 (I); 
Shlrley Bemis Martin S9499x12 
(I) & daughters; Martha Sheldon 
Hutchins S9762x81 (J); Gloria 
Gardner Carlisle S5659x936 (J) 
and husband; Wayne E. Nelson 
S4727x514 (I) and sisters; Rose 
Sheldon Newton and Jim, if possi­
ble S4479x851 (1). 

Total 26! 19 Isaac Descendants 
and 6 John Descendants! Watch 
this column for further news. 

Just before publication, word 
was received that Russell C. Shel­
don and wife are interested in join­
ing the above group. 0 
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New Publication 
In Defense of J. Gardner 

Bartlett 
fry ~hi~!Ejj ahEfdon d?idE~ 

~aynE E. c::NEf~on 
(7-Ju[,{ication~ Chai'tman 

S hlrley Sheldon llider is at it 
again. She just wrote a 

seven page monograph titled "In 
Defense of J. Gardner Bartlett". 
In this paper, Shlrley states "De­
bate and Dissension within the 
Sheldon Family Association 
(S.F.A.) hierarchy and member­
ship has raged ever since J. Gard­
ner Bartlett's landmark study on 
the English origin of S-5 Isaac 
Sheldon was published in 1926". 

She stirs our inquisitive juices 
by stating "Is Isaac Sheldon found 
in Ashford, Co. Derby really the 
same person as our ancestor, 
Isaac Sheldon, a founder of Wind­
sor, Connecticut and Northamp­
ton, Massachusetts? It is the 
intention of this article to show 
that Bartlett had the correct Eng­
lish ancestry for S-5 Isaac Shel­
don. Shlrley lists the major 
objections that have been raised 
over the years with Bartlett's con­
clusions, then forcefully argues 
her position. 

Every SF A member, but par­
ticularly Isaac descendants, will 
want a copy of the latest install­
ment in this continuing contro­
versy. Does Shlrley resolve the 
matter once and for all? Her con­
clusions may surprise you. See 
item 30 on the SF A publications 
Order Form. 0 



Locator No. 1 

T his is the Quarterly that helps Sheldons find their ancestors! The column we begin today is designed 
to be a Sheldon genealogical resource locator. Subsequent columns will feature data sent to me by re­

searching members who find Sheldon data while seeking their own lineage. Perhaps members will discover 
information in locations previously unknown to them! 

VERMONT - Sheldons 
From: Vermonts First Settlers, Holbrook Research Inst. 4 7 Locust St. Oxford, MA 1976. 

Book given to S.F.A. Library by Shirley Rider. The majority of land grants were issued from 
1763 to 1803. The majority of grants were issued from 1779 to 1782. Each listing identifies 
the time and location of the granted property. Approximately 28 per cent recieved more than 
one land grant. This information is taken from the charters granted by the State of Vermont, 
*Volume 2 of the State Papers of Vermont, edited by Franklin H. Dewart and published in 
1992 by P.H. Gobie Press of Bellows Falls Vermont. Used by permission. 

Land Grant Current STPapers 
Name Year,Mo,Day Twp County Page No.* 
Sheldon, Alexander 1781,08,02 Granville Addison 119 
Sheldon, Asaph 1781,08,02 Granville Addison 119 
Sheldon, Benjamin 1781,08,22 Woodbury Washington 230 
Sheldon, Benjamin 1781,08,02 Granville Addison 119 
Sheldon, Carolos Phineas 1780,11,09 Starksboro Addison 187 
Sheldon, Christopher 1781,08,13 Brighton Essex 164 
Sheldon, Elisha Jr. 1782,08,26 Albany Orleans 128 
Sheldon, Ezra 1781,08,02 Granville Addison 119 
Sheldon, Jacob 1781,08,02 Granville Addison 119 
Sheldon, Pardon 1781,08,13 Brighton Essex 164 
Sheldon, Phineas - 178-(J, 1 r,mr---starKsooro :Aclilison I 
Sheldon, Phinehas 1781,08,02 Granville Addison 119 
Sheldon, Samuel B. 1782,06,26 Albany Orleans 128 
Sheldon, Seth 1780,03,15 Montgomery Franklin 138 
Shelton, Benjamin 1780,11,09 Starksboro Addison 187 
Shelton, Daniel 1780,11,09 Starksboro Addison 187 
Shelton, Elisha 1780,11,08 East Haven Essex 065 

It is interesting to see the surname Shelton - that we know is connected with early SC Sheldon Church his­
tory. Research will show if it truly is Shelton or Sheldon misspelled. 0 

63rd Anniversary 

T rue Sheldon, S4478x221 and Vera 
[Fulmer] of Truro, Iowa will cele­

brate their 63rd wedding anniversary 
March 17. As of last count they had 15 
great grandchildren. They still spend 
time on the farm, do yard work and hob­
bies. Vera quilts with her church group 
who has done over 200 quilts the last 10 
years. Vera keeps us up to date on her 
new descendants. Our president, Rose 
Newton S4479x851, and Vera still seek 
the descendants of S4478x3 Myron Shel­
don and his wife Sarah who "went west" 
they know not where to complete their 
family records. 0 

cf?o~E c:7YerAJion 

M eet Megan 
Phelon who 

often helps her 
great grandmother 
Marge Sheldon 

· Phelon - our past 
secretary and pre­
sent newsletter mail 
publisher clerk to 
get the newsletter to 

you! Megan is 6 years old and Marge says she is a great helper 
who is a pro at pasting stamps, folding and stapling! Over 600 
cousins say "Thanks Megan!" 0 
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Meet Your Board Members 

R osemary Golden Hogan 
S1208x54641 has been a 

SF A board member since 1986. 
Her husband, Aloysius, (Al) is in 
charge of sending SF A meeting 
publicity to all Genealogical Maga­
zines and Newsletters. Together, 
they are planning the 1992 Shel­
don Family Reunion with the help 
of their family and Pennsylvania 
SF A members, Shirley Bemis 
Martin and Reverend Benjamin 
E. Sheldon. 

Rosemary, a graduate of the 
College of Saint Rose in Albany, 
N.Y. with a degree in English and 
Social Studies, has been a Tour 
Guide in Philadelphia for 20 
years. She is active in Pennsylva­
nia DAR and the Saint Rose 
Board of Directors. She is a mem­
ber of the Women's Board of 
Thomas Jefferson University Hos­
pital and the Committee of Dr. 
Physick's House for the Philadel­
phia Landmarks Society. 

Al's B.S. degree in Chemistry is 
from Holy Cross College in 
Worcester, Mass. and he earned 
his M.S. in Chemistry from R.P.I. 
in Troy, N.Y. He retired from the 
Philadelphia Electric Company af-

Cont'd. Next Column 

ter 36 years of service developing 
Nuclear Power and from the U.S. 
Naval Reserve after 26 years of 
service. He is active in the SAR 
in Philadelphia. 

Together they belong to the Vic­
torian Society and Friends of Inde­
pendence National Historical 
Park for whom they volunteer on 
House Tours and with whom they 
have taken many tours to other 
National Parks. 

Al's Aunt Frances instigated 
their interest in Genealogy and 
Rosemary discovered her Sheldon 
connection at the Historical Soci­
ety of Pennsylvania. She joined 
SF A after meeting Betty Sheldon 
[Paxton, MA] at a DAR genealogy 
conference in Washington, D.C. 

Both are still actively search­
ing for more of their ancestors in 
the U.S., England and Ireland. Al 
and Rosemary are looking for­
ward to seeing all SF A members 
and friends at the 1992 Philadel­
phia meeting. 0 

1671 & 1722 Sheldons Found 

by SuzannE dJhEfdon _f!wy 

I n a book "Child Apprentices 
in America from Christ's Hos­

pital, London 1617-1778" Genea­
logical Publishing Co. Inc. we find 
the following Sheldons: 

Edward Sheldon, born 24 Janu­
ary 1666, son of EdwardS., a 
leatherseller, admitted from St. 
Giles Cripplegate 2 March 1671; 
March 1682 to Andrew Cratey Jr., 
Commander of the Bon adventure 
bound for New England. 

John Sheldon, born 21 January 
1708, son of JohnS., admitted 
from St. James Clerkenwell in the 
place of Joseph Turner; 17 Novem­
ber 1722 to his mother Mary S. 
and Micajah Perry Esq. to serve 
Amos Garrett of Maryland, mer­
chant. 0 
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A Sheldon Memorial 

H Austin Sheldon walk was 
.dedicated in memory of 

S7666x412 who died May 25, 
1989. He was Business Manager 
and District Clerk for 25 years. 
Member of West Babylon NY 
Board of Education 6 years. Mem­
ber of the W. Babylon Republican 
Committee for 20 years, Town of 
Babylon Zoning Board, Volunteer 
of the Salvation Army, and Origi­
nator and member of the Helmer 
Peterson Memorial Scholarship 
Committee. 

Now there is a H. Austin Shel­
don Memorial Scholarship Fund 
in his memory as well as this 
walk on the site of the School Dis­
trict where he worked so faith­
fully. More trees and a lovely 
bench have been added since the 
photo. Contributions to the me­
morial may be sent to H. Austin 
Sheldon Memorial Scholarship 
Fund 10 Farmingdale Road, West 
Babylon, NY 11704. We thank his 
daughter Ann Sheldon Muffey for 
telling us about this lovely memo­
rial. 0 

Quotes 

"A lot of fellows nowadays 
have a B.A., M.D., or Ph.D. Unfor­
tunately, they don't have a 
J.O.B."- "Fats" Domino 



Sheldon Family Association 
Considered for inclusion in Documentary ... 

d?o5E. a. c:::JV<.t~-~on 

A Boston Television station 
currently working on "Fam­

ily Works Series" called today for 
information about our interesting 
Sheldon Family Association. 
They will review our 50 year his­
tory and other documents about 
us and then decide if we meet the 
criteria of the "family" they need 
for their series. Possibly they 
could attend the Philadelphia re­
union for some shots. 

We reviewed the "tracks" Shel­
dons' left on the USA in towns, 
townships, mountains etc. as the 
country moved west. Names like 
S4 760 Edward Austin Sheldon 
prominent in American School his­
tory in founding the school that 
became SUNY campus Oswego, 
NY and S5124 Rev. H.O. Sheldon 
who is prominent in Methodist 
history and carried his ·diaries 

You saw a photo of great grand­
father and your cousin has the 
only copy? Did you know that you 
could probably copy that picture 
yourself with your own camera? 
Your corner photography shop 
can sell you an inexpensive set of 
Vivitar lenses 1,2,& 4 to fit your 
35mm camera.(The kind that you 
are looking through the lens when 
you take the picture. This way 
you see what you are shooting.) 
By the way you combine the 
lenses [1 & 2 make 3 in strength] 
you experiment with lenses to 11fill 
the frame" with almost any size of 
photo that you wish to copy from 
wallet size to 8 x 10. Sunlight, out­
doors and a small bulletin board 
to hold your photo complete the 
necessary equipment. 

200 is a great speed of film to 

from 1817-1867 came to mind as 
interesting Sheldons in American 
history. We remember S7932 
Jared Sheldon the friend of John 
Sutter of gold rush days. We also 
remember that the Shelden­
Hawkes house in Deerfield is re­
membered as the longest held 
land by one family in Massachu­
setts history and is now a part of 
Historic Deerfield along with S35 
John Sheldons' house from Deer­
field massacre fame. 

I think the fact that we are pos­
sibly the oldest family association 
in America and probably have the 
largest collection of family records 
in our databases, index card files 
and vertical files of any in the 
USA may be of interest. The fact 
that we really enjoy our annual 
meetings in areas of SHELDON 
settlemen-ts and-t-hat--we kne-w-oill'-

Antique Photo Tips 
d? o if dhddon cf\f.;:wton 

begin your experiments. Since 
color film copies old black & white 
in black & white you can copy 
away. The new films by Kodak 
give wonderful copies and make 
you look like a pro in no time. 
Once you have a negative that 
suits you, a color lab will be 
happy to produce your picture in 
any size you care to order. It is 
fun and makes you feel great to 
know you shot a roll for a fraction 
of the cost it would take to pay a 
"shop" to make copies for you. 
(Note: The photos taken in 
Oswego, by the photographer in 
New York, came to me in size 8 x 
10. I copied them in the above 
manner and sent the "smaller 
post card size 11 ones to Mark to 
scan and place in the newsletter. 
If I can do it, so can you!) 
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"cousins" sometimes 6 to 10 times 
removed as friends and family is 
important in this time of frag­
mented families. Come to think of 
it Sheldons --we are a special fam­
ily! 

Please write me if you have re­
ally really old Sheldon Photos or 
an interesting Sheldon anecdote 
that might be nice to include. Do 
you have a photo of your Sheldon 
Revolution or Civil war soldier? 
This seems such a neat opportu­
nity that we will try to publish in 
the top 5 photos that the mem­
bers send us for consideration in 
this project. Do not send originals. 
Either copy your photo yourself or 
have it done at the corner photog­
raphy studio. 

Here is hoping we are "chosen"! 
0 

If you really get into copy work 
and want the pattern for a copy­
stand to hold your camera with a 
cork board to pin your picture to 
send me a Stamped envelope for a 
pattern. 

On the other hand, if you have 
a torn or damaged photo that 
needs 11help" and not just copying, 
we have discovered there is a 
S.F.A. member who is a pro at the 
artistry of restoration. This is the 
kind of artistry you don't mind 
paying for if you have a one-of-a 
kind picture that needs to be re­
stored! Loretta Sheldon does 
Photo Retouching, Hand-tinting 
and Restoration at her studio 
1410 Kope Road Bellingham WA 
98226. 0 



* 

** 

§qrlbon ltfamily A.s.soriation, llnr. 
Prnldent 
1otV1ool'nlsldent 
l!ndlllceProaklont 

Seaetary 
Treaaurer 
S.FAPubiiCllllom 
CompUUir Project 

Mro. Rosa Sheldon -· 44011 Brldgotown A.ln. Fort Wayne IN 4SBQ4 
Sheldon Slcke11 Macleod, 301!50 Jecl<-. ~. Clagrln Folio. Gi 4-1022 
K.l1h 1.t. Slloldon. Z3918Wol1 Road. Boy \Ill •• OH 441-411 

(Gelloology Cllalnnan) 
M110. ~-Dodge, 218 "-Nl' Awnuo, P.O. l!oK 333. Clgdonoburg. NY 1311811 
Mro. L HaDo-d l<now1oo, 118 f'olt R>od, Warwick. AI Q2S88 
Wovno e. No11100, 3628 Nol1h Fnlmon1 Bnot a.~. JL eon a 
E. Mall< Sholdon, 158:!11 Martnors eo.. Or1vo, .-..nv11o, FL 32210 

REPORT OF 'IHE 'ffiEASURER 

JANUARY 1st - DECEMJER 31st 1991 

PRI!SIDI'l'IT 191.06 

SEX:RETARY 120.43 

TREASURER 44.55 

Gf2IEAl.(X;Y 1051.91 

~ 2112.06 

MISCELLANEXXJS 947.08 

ANNUAL MEEl'Il'li 5043.22 

GR1INl'S 400,00 

9910.31 

CITIZRlS EW!K...QIJ!XXIN; 
CITIZENS EWIK-BAVINGS 
CITizm8 EWIK-SPJOC:IAL SAVINGS 
CITIZENS BANK-~ 4.40% 5/5/92 
JOONSOO & Jt!INS00-2 shares 

2095.32 
3595.31 
2091.7:7 

17500.00 
203.38 

25485.28 

MD!BERSHIP 5403.00 

LI'l'ERA'lURE 1123.25 

INTEREST-TERM SAVIKiS 960.26 

Il'flEREET-SAVIN:iS 200.32 

INTEREST-SPEX: SAVIKiS 73.98 

~ 58.00 

ANMlAL l'lrel'IN:; 4864.00 

SALE OF S'roCK-3 shs J&J 227. 36 
12930.19 

~ully sul:nitted, 

pauM/¢/?'~ 
Jeanne H. :KrJcwles 

Treasurer 

* * Firelands Museun 100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 

Old Indian House 
Poc\JDtuCk Valley M3m:lrial 
She.lOOn Art Museum 

Print.i.I¥1. SU!lPlies, Postage, ~. Acoountant, COJJputer equipnent, T-shirts 

Our Location 
Pa. Tum ·k~ 

'W'I1mington 
0 
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James L. Bartlett 

Keturah Sheldon Howe Bauman 

Marvin G. Klemz 

Mrs. Melanie Lovering 

Belva J. McCullough 

Carol Hay Purcio 

Charles Sheldon 

Cynthia Sheldon 

S-291 Dorcas Sheldon 
(73 John, 23 John, 13 John) 

~hi~fE!J ~h.ddon d?iJH 

J onathan Shearman, b. 7 
March 1677 in Portsmouth, 

RI, was a son of Benjamin & Han­
nah (Mowry) Shearman. Mr. 
Shearman lived on a farm of 200 
acres in Exeter, RI, given to him 
by his father. He made a will 
which was proved 17 January 
1752 and died a short time later? 
(Normally, the person first dies; 
then the will is proved. Whatever 
may be the case here, I hope the 
information provided would be 
sufficient to locate this will should 
someone be interested.) The Shel· 
don connection to this family oc· 
curred when on 5 February 1726 
S-291 Dorcas Sheldon married 
Jonathan Shearman, who was b. 
14 October 1705. (While Dorcas 
family went elswhere in NY state, 
she and her husband stayed in Ex­
eter. The Sheldon data she gave 
here was from her Bible records.) 
We learn from the Sheldon Maga­
zine that Dorcas was born in 
1708; however, her date of death 
is not given there, but 1t was be­
fore 1778 because on 14 April of 
that year Jonathan Shearman 
married (2) Mary Card. For those 
members whose genealogical stud­
ies may have led them into the as­
sociated field of surnames, it may 

Cont'd On Page 238 


